FROM PASTOR LARRY
Today's Problems
Keith Drury teaches practical ministry
courses at Indiana Wesleyan University.
Keith offers some interesting insights
below regarding today’s problems which are worth passing
on:

“In the widely acclaimed 1990 book, Fifth Discipline, Peter
Senge outlines the path to becoming a "Learning
organization," surely a worthy goal for the church. In his
"Eleven Laws' of the fifth discipline Senge offers an
organizational law especially applicable to the church: Today®
problems come from yesterday® sol utions.

“He argues most problem-solving is like the rug merchant
who stepped on a bump in his expensive carpet only to
discover the bump reappeared again in a new place. Solving
one problem created another elsewhere. We dam up wild
rivers to generate cheap power and save water thus vitalizing
empty desert regions. But we create a new set of problems: the
dam silts up and the power falls short of the needs of the
millions who moved in to use the cheap power and water. We
get tough on crime, intercepting vast amounts of drugs at the
border announcing we are "solving" the problem. But our get-
though policy drives up prices of drugs on the streets causing
even more crime by desperate drug users needing more cash to
support their habits. Most problem-solving merely shifts
problems from one part of the system to another, creating a
new (sometimes worse) bump in the carpet. Hence the need
for the Fifth Discipline: systems thinking.

“In the church we know all about carpet bumps. Face it,
most of the problems we are trying to solve today were
"yesterday® solutions." Yesterday "solved" the problem of
second-rate audience participation by moving worship to the
chancel (OK platform... no, "stage"'). Yesterday solved the
problem of stretched-thin boomer family life by reducing
expectations of attendance. Y esterday solved the problem of
"seekers' not knowing the church® songs by printing them in
books so every single individual could have one. Y esterday
fixed the remote-distant "Reverend" by replacing it with
"Pastor Bill," and eventually "Bill." Yesterday rejected the
fire-and-brimstone sin-condemning preaching elevating the
angry side of God, replacing it with a warmer more user-
friendly portrait of God-as-friend thus "solving" God® PR
problem. Y esterday solved the seldom-used "repentance-altar”
at the end of the service by introducing an "open atar" earlier
in the service where people came to receive "help" not repent
of sins. Yesterday... well, you get the idea. Most of yesterday®
solutions merely created another bump in the carpet
elsewhere: for Today® Problems come from yesterday®
solutions

“So what is the lesson? There are at least two. First, we
ought to forecast the potential effect of our changes on the
whole. This is a "systems approach" Senge calls for and it is
seldom practiced by church leaders. We are so bent on the
change itself (dumping hymnals for projectors, or whatever
else) that we obliterate all arguments of bad-effects. A systems
approach to change confesses the down-side, then gets about
addressing these new bumps in the carpet. Thus, change-
resistors who think can be our best friends — they point out
where the new bumps might emerge, and give us a chance to
address these beforehand.

“Second, we should recognize that most of today® solutions
we are introducing will likely become the next generation®
problems to solve. Whaaaaat? You mean someone will
eventually see our wonderful solutions as problems? Exactly.
We should see them that way too. For the corollary of Today®
Problems come from yesterday® solutions is “Today®
solutions” will be the cause of tomorrow® problems.
Remembering this about our solutions should make us a bit
more humble. Which is the right attitude to have when
introducing change.”
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE ON E,ma,'
PASTOR LARRY'S “E-MAIL” P
LIST? If so, please call the church KN Me
office, 757-3351, or place a note in the

offering plate with your name & e-mail

address. You may aso add it when you sign the attendance
register on Sundays. The easiest way may be to send an e-
mail to the church office: blufftonumc@hargray.com. We
would like to get our church database updated!
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Dear Membersin Christ,

Regarding 2008 Pledges...Where
do you stand? — Are you a Cherub,
having made your pledge, you are
standing by it in atimely manner? Then
again, maybe you're the Disney
character, Goofy, playing “Mr.
Forgetful”, intending to put that check

into the Sunday offering plate. Or maybe you're an Einstein,
with that “new math”, you know ... pledging $300 a month,
but putting $250 in the plate and purchasing a Fellowship
Hall Chair with the other $50. Or maybe you're a Betty
Boop, and “Just along for the ride”.

Wherever you stand, please know that we appreciate your
generosity. The church needs all of us to meet our 2008
budget. Please check your pledge standing so we can make
certain the church’s bills are timely paid.

—Regards, BJ Jenkins, Ch of Finance Committee

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

HVAC — We still have $19,000 outstanding
on the HVAC system. Please help reduce
this debt by digging deep and generously
giving to help pay-off thisloan.

FELLOWSHIP HALL CHAIRS CAMPAIGN — We are
going forward with our plans to replace
the old chairs in the Fellowship Hall.
BUT, we need your help...our total cost
will be approximately $5,000 to buy
100 chairs, storage racks, storage racks

for the tables, etc. Please consider giving $50.00 to buy a

chair for the Fellowship Hall. Our old ones are stained, they

are digging holes in our hardwood floors (that is the reason we
have not had the floors redone). We ask for your blessings and
prayers for this project.—Judy Perdue, Chair Board of Trustees

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Ever Thought about Becoming a Stephen Minister?

Bluffton United Methodist Church will be

training another class of Stephen Ministers

in the Winter of 2009. Stephen Ministers

work aongside our pastor to care,

encourage, and provide emotional and

spiritual support to people who are going through a difficult
time, such as divorce, grief, hospitalization, unemployment,
terminal illness, relocation, chronic illness, or loneliness.

If you have gifts for caring, encouragement and listening
please begin to prayerfully consider whether you might want
to be part of this exciting ministry. If you think you might be
interested, talk with one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders:
Diane Davis at 384-9150, Ruth Fleming at 757-4296, or Sara
Jenkins at 705-2172.

Each week, thereisa STEPHEN MINISTER from BUMC
assigned to hospital duty. If you hear of anyone in the hospital
please call the following:

April 27" —May 3", Dave Schwiebert, 705-7815
May 4™ — 10", Art Benzlé, 757-3787

May 11" — 17", Sue McFarland, 757-7390

May 18" — 24" Dian Litster, 705-6221

NOTESFROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

During both services on May 18" the

congregation will celebrate and recognize all

high school and college graduates. We will

also celebrate the graduation of al 5 year-old

children who will move from the Nursery
program into the next level. We would like to know who our
graduates are. We ask you to notify the church office so no
one is overlooked. We look forward to greeting al our
graduates at the celebration.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY — Beginning June 8", Children's
Church will be converted into a Sunday school program. After
the Children’'s Moment, during the second service, the
children will gather in the classroom to learn about Jesus and
sing his praises. We are planning
to have teachers and assistants
rotate every quarter, which
means they will be available
three Sundays for three months
of the year. If you are interested
in this new program, please notify Katie Gaylord,
ktytgt@hargray.com or Barbara Anderson,
babsinsc@yahoo.com. Mary Ratliff and Sarah Snow will be
available for training.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is set to
begin Monday, June 16™ and continue
until Friday, June 20". The theme this year
is “Rainforest Adventure.” Beginning at
5:30 PM there will be a light supper
followed by a DVD presentation and song
fest. The children will then either enter the
classroom or the craft room. They will
then gather in Fellowship Hall for the
closing time. Dismissal will be around 7:00 PM. We are
looking for help in the kitchen, song leaders, craft leaders, and
teachers. There is a CD and song book, craft book with
suggestions, and teacher guide books available. If you are
interested in helping with VBS, please contact Barbara
Anderson, babsinsc@yahoo.com.

NURSERY - If your child visits Ms. Lisa in
the nursery on Sundays, please be sure to fill
out the information sheet and sign your child in
and out. We are exploring paging systems to
keep the parents aware of what's going on in
the nursery during service — should anything, good or bad!
happen we feel we need a better way to contact the parent. The
nursery is always in need of volunteers and if you can help
with this area of our church, please email Sarah Atkins
(the_atkins2001@yahoo.com).

Zion United Methodist Church in
Huger, SC was nearly destroyed in March by a tornado. If
anyone would like to contribute to the repairs of this church,
please make your check payable to Bluffton United Methodist
Church with a note on the ‘memo’ line that it is for Zion
UMC.
Thank you in advance for your support and all of your prayers.



From the Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee
(S'PPRC)

All of us, who are fortunate enough, to serve on the Staff/
Pastor and Parish Committee, are very excited about al of the
professional staff in our Church who are coordinated by Pastor
Larry. We want everyone in our Congregation to get to know
these people first hand. We would guess that you are not
aware that our Bluffton United Methodist Church has 7 mostly
part time folks with "full time" responsibilities that all
combine to enhance our worship experience.

We invite you to read the second of our Professional Staff
Biographies which follows. Once you have read a little bit
about our staff member, please make sure you stop them in the
hall or around our church and tell them you read about them in
the Newsletter. —AI Litster, Chairperson S/PPRC

Wherewas our Church
Organist W. Ray
Ackerman on Friday March
23" 2008 at 12 Noon?

On March 239 Ray and
other members The Low
Country Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists
were celebrating the 323¢
birthday of an old friend of Rays', the great composer Johann
Sebastian Bach. Ray and several talented friends performed
choral, keyboard and organ music in Bach’s honor at the Holy
Family Catholic Church on Pope Ave., HHI. The event was
free and it is said, a good time was had by all, including the
guest of honor Johann (we think?). Ray can be found playing
the organ or involved in a series of many Low Country
musical events at any time from Savannah to Charlestown.

Raymond is also a very active Featured Member of the Arts
and Cultural Council of Southern Beaufort County. Thisisone
of the reasons that Bluffton United Methodist Church and
Historic Bluffton Downtown is the location for a concert by
baritone Matthew Walley in Concert on Sunday May 18" (get
your tickets at Church). Because of Ray, our historic Church is
adestination for musical events. These types of events expose
new potential members to our Church and alow BUMC's
ministry to become better known in the Hilton Head/Bluffton
area.

Have you ever shaken Ray’s talented right hand? Most of us
haven't because Ray generaly stays at his Organ in the Choir
loft of our historic Church playing beautiful inspiring music
while we file into our pews on Sunday morning and as we file
out. Raymond is hard to see up there behind our Pastor and
Liturgist. After an awesome sermon by Reverend Larry,
Choral music by Ella Davis and our fabulous Choir,
accompanied by Raymond, he then gives us at least two
chances for al of us to sing our powerful, vivid Methodist
hymns. All in al, Ray may play 8 to 10 different selections
during the course of each service.

Handel; Walther; Stanley; Polak; Rheinberger and Selby are
all world renowned Composers and yep, you guessed it, they
are friends of Ray too. Ray moved to the Bluffton areain 1999
from Boston, MA. Actually Ray was born in Washington,
D.C., and moved to Dracut, MA his first week of life, which is
about 20 hours by car North of Bluffton United Methodist
Church. On the other hand, Dracut is only about 30 miles
North West of the great city of Boston which is a great US
cultural center along with the home of the Red Sox; the
Patriots and many international corporations with patronage
for the arts and education.

Most of us recognize Ray drinking coffee in the fellowship
hall between services. We know his distinctive white beard
and twinkling eyes but we don’t understand how many, many
yearsit takes to learn to play his chosen instrument with 1 to 6
keyboards, scores of buttons and pedals that when played
skillfully, route electrical or pneumatic energy around and
through the machine to convert them to amplified musical
notes.

Ray began learning to play the piano when he was 10 years
old. At age 15, Ray began to study the Organ from a man
named Carl Mason in Lowell. When Ray was 17 he held his
first recital and his life's journey as a professional musician
was begun.

Ray studied with well known Organ Virtuosos such as Dr.
Max Miller of Boston University. Ray’s many degrees in
music are from Boston University, the University of
Massachusetts Lowell and additional studies at Berkeley
College of Music, The University of Toronto, Westminster
Choir College, Princeton, NJ, and Indiana University. The list
goes on and Ray excelled in each environment. Ray’s studies
also took him to the United Kingdom. From 1992 to 1999
when Ray was the Organist at St. Columbkille Roman
Catholic Church in Boston he exchanged positions with the
Organist at St. Michael’s Church in Dublin in 1995. Ray
played special concerts in Dublin and later was invited to
study the organ with Christopher Herrick of Westminster
Abby, and John Scott of St. Paul’s Cathedral both in London
while at the Royal School of Church Music at Addington
Palace. Ray was chosen to present a command performance
for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, the queen Mother. This
Royal Command Performance was also televised throughout
the UK on the British Broadcasting Company stations.

In addition to all of Ray’s lifetime accomplishments when he
came here in 1999, he established and became a Charter
member of the local Low Country Chapter of the American
Guild of Organists (which was Chartered by the Board of
Regents of the University of the State of New York in 1896).
The Low Country Chapter now has over 30 members. Ray
then assisted in founding the Arts and Cultural Council for
Southern Beaufort County in 2006 and currently serves as
President and webmaster.

For now it is important for each of us to stop after church and
shake hands with our talented organist Ray Ackerman. Ray is
akind, modest man who found his way to our Historic Church
in Bluffton because of God's plan for him and for us. Ever
since his coming Ray has carried out a Music Ministry to the
Glory of God and to the delight of al of us in the BUMC
Congregation.




“Let musicfill thisplace.”

Tickets for the Spring Concert featuring
Matthew Walley, baritone, are now
available. You may call the church office,
757-3351, to purchase your ticket, or stop in
at Markel’s Card & Gift in Kitties Crossing. Keep in mind that
the ticket price is $10.00 in advance and will be $15.00 if
purchased at the door. You may also visit the church website

www.blufftonumc.org for more information.

You are invited to a reception after the concert in the

Fellowship Hall. Nursery care will be available.

Please plan to attend and bring a family member or friend.

For Hisglory only,

Director of Music

THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED

FROM THE GIDEONS
April 9, 2008
Dear Pastor Rodeffer:

It was a great blessing to be a part of

your worship service on Sunday, March 30, 2008. The
warm and gracious reception on the part of Bluffton
United Methodist Church was genuinely felt and
appreciated.

Your congregation’s love for the Word is obvious. The
offering that was given in the amount of $754.00 is
evidence of what we consider to be a partnership between
the church and The Gideons International in providing
God’'s Word to alost world. Please know that these funds
will be used in their entirety to provide Scriptures in the
traffic lanes of life. Certainly we can pray for searching
hearts to be touched — and for souls to be saved — by way
of these Scriptures.

Thank you especially for your gracious hospitality and
your prayerful support of the Gideon work. We pray that
you continue to enjoy God's abundant blessings for
yourself, your family, and your ministry in the days
ahead.

Sincerely Yoursin Christ,
Jack D. Strickler, Secretary/Treasurer

FROM BLUFFTON SELF HELP
April 18, 2008
Dear Members of Bluffton United Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for your Lenten offerings of $358.30.
So many people are in need and your donation will help
those who are in a documented crisis get back on their
feet. We only provide financial assistance once in a
twelve month period, so before any assistance is provided
all information is verified and we know they will be able
to pay their monthly billsin the future.

Thank you again for your continued support.

Sincerely,
Jenny Haney, Director



uMw

April was an exciting month for us. Our Executive
Committee approved disbursement of just over

$1,000 to local charities; we enjoyed an interesting

program by Paula and a time of fellowship during

lunch a our Unit Meeting; and we visited the UMW-—
supported Rural Mission on John's Island. The month of May
brings not only flowers, but also one of our important
fundraisers when we again host a booth at the Bluffton Village
Festival on Saturday, May 10™. We invite all women of the
Church to contribute to this mission outreach by donating
baked goods (cookies, candy and breads are very popular), and
also clean “white elephants’ for our sale. Donations may be
brought to the Church on Friday May 9" between 9:00 am.
and Noon. We need workers on that day to price and prepare
the items, and also on May 10™ between 8:00 am. and 3:00
p.m. to help at the booth. Please call Eileen @ 705-6847, Ruth
@ 757-4296, or Kate @ 705-5625, to volunteer or donate. We
appreciate your support for our work in the community.

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY !

BUMMS

News Flash! Your BUMMS are

‘going to the dogs!’ Hot dogs that is!

Yep, it's that time of year again and
the (Bluffton Village Festival) May Festival is upon us. Y our
BUMM s are busy preparing their booth for May 10". We will
serve hot dogs, fries, drinks at our booth — stop ‘buy’ and visit.
Our next meeting is May 3" and we need ‘all hands on deck’
for the meeting and May 10™ booth — please make plans to be
there. Remember May 3, 2008 at 7:29 am. in the Fellowship
Hall, breakfast, devotion and planning — a great way to start
your Saturday.

—See you there!

P.S. The BUMMs Apprentice for Jesus project had a request
for turning a king size mattress. This is an example of another
item we can do if you need assistance. Contact Russ Rymer at
298-6566.

LIFEIN THE LOWCOUNTRY DVD — Martha Crapse will
be selling DVDs for $20/each. BUMC will receive $10 from
each DVD sold which will go toward our debt on the HVAC
system. These make good presents for your relatives up north
to let them know more about where you live in the
Lowcountry. There is a narration with beautiful pictures of
this area. The DVDs are aso available at “The Store” on
Calhoun Street. For more info, contact Martha @ 757-2615.

THE BUSY BEES are ill painting the

Education Hallway. It will be completed by the

end of May. The Busy Bees have approva to

apply pine straw around the scrubs which will be

our next project. Beesin April were Paul Allen, John Kenyon,
Al Litster, Pete Sickley, and Russ Rymer. If you would like to
join us on the first and/or third Tuesday starting at 8 am.,
contact Russ Rymer at 298-6566.

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUNCH — Will meet at the Moss Creek
Club House on May 11™ at 12:30 p.m. Contact Russ Rymer,
298-6566, for reservations and a gate pass. This group meets
at alocal restaurant on the second Sunday each month April®
Sunday Brunch Group had 27 persons attend brunch at
Truffles.

THE SUPPER GROUP has grown to 25 persons. Please call
Russ Rymer, 298-6566 for more info.

If you haven®had time to join us for either of these fellowship
activities you may be missing out on knowing our church
body individuals better. These groups are open to all, not just
church members. We hope to meet new people.

If you are interested in attending the Brunch and/or Supper
Club. For more info, please call Russ Rymer 298-6566 or
email: rjrymer@hargray.com

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP SUPPER — We have something
SPECIAL in store for our congregation! Sunday, June 15"
(mark your calendar) we are having our last Fellowship
Gathering until September! 1t® going to be a fun filled pot
luck picnic! We will be having it right after Sunday’s 11:00
am. service so wear your picnic togs to church & bring a dish
appropriate for a picnic (drop off in the Fellowship hall
kitchen). We will have an area cordoned off in back of the
church where we will have it outside. We even have new
picnic tables but feel free to bring chairs. We will supply the
drinks and a few others items to be decided. We will have
games and contests, prizes too! How about a three legged race
with Dad or Mom or face painting for the kids just to get us
started! This is for kids of ALL ages! We invite you to bring
friends too! We want this to be something GREAT and
something we can look forward to this year and in the future.
We hope each of you will come and join in the festivities!!!
Any volunteers or questions please get in touch with Donna
Mathews at 843-301-6061 or email:
czdonnamathews@hargray.com.

EXCHANGE STUDENT — We have again been contacted
regarding housing for a 12th grade student from Belgium.
Deborah is currently living with a local family; however,
because of a change in that family® circumstances, they will
be unable to continue to keep her with them. Deborah would
like to be able to finish the current school year here but will
need to have a place to live. If this is something that you feel
called to provide, please call Ms. Penny Smith @ 1-800-964-
4678. Ms. Smith will provide al details.

MISSING — Six (6) beige sheets/tablecloths
— Have you taken them home to be washed??
Please return to the kitchen or call Sarah
Snow if you have any information, 757-3840.



EVANGELISM
How Do You Represent Our Church?

We are compiling the phone survey results. One of

the questions asked was what drew you to our

church. One of the top rated answers was that we

were friendly and made people feel welcome. Yet,

we aso got responses from current attendees

saying they felt like they were lonely and needed
to get to know more people.

It is critical that we show one another the
love of Christ and extend the hand of
fellowship to newcomers, regular members,

and especially the children in our church
family. So take the following quiz to see how friendly you are.
Where do you score? Where can we improve? If you have any
suggestions, please share them with us! One ideaisto sit on a
different side of the church or in a different pew, so you can
meet someone new! Let's be a congregation that reaches out
to each other and new people with the hand of friendship and
support!

MEASURING CONNECTION WITH THE CHURCH

Place a checkmark by each item that is true for you personally
(or if someone asked you to fill this form out on their behalf,
please mark each statement that you believe to be true for
them).

Attend worship three out of four weeks a month.

Participate on a regular basis in a Sunday school
class, small group, Bible study group, or similar
weekly opportunity.

Have at least six good friends in the congregation.

Hold some kind of volunteer position in the church
such as a committee membership, choir activity,
ushering, or something similar.

Take the initiative to greet others that you do not
know.

Have brought a guest to worship or to another church
activity at least oncein the last year.

Contribute financially on aregular basis.

Have a good relationship with at least one member of
the church staff.

Reflect positive feelings about the congregation in
conversations.

Volunteer at least a couple of times a year to help
with a service project or afund raising activity.

Have in some way demonstrated significant concern
about the well-being of someone else in the church.

Total number of items checked:

(Look on page 9 to see how You scored!)

MISSION MOMENTS-"I"'msinging at the top of my lungs,
I’'mso full of answered prayers.” —Psalm 13:6

THE THIRD ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF was a success
again this year. We raised over $150.00 for the RED BIRD
Mission. We had 10 delicious pots of home made chili, lots of
corn bread & brownies. Congratulations to our first place
winner, Jennine Wessel & second place went to Jeff Mathews.
Thank you all for your participation and attendance! We look
forward to next year! YUM!!

MIRACLE JARS — The March donations totaled $159.41for
Habitat for Humanity. In April, $133.28 was received for our
Red Bird Mission project. We want to thank the Members,
Regular Visitors and First Time Visitors of the Bluffton UMC
for supporting these Mission projects. In May the “miracle
jars’ will be for Epworth Children’sHome.

BLUFFTON SELF HELP — Our tub for donations is in the
Narthex. Please consider buying some food for the needy
people here in the Bluffton area. Suggestions: Cans of refried
beans, pinto beans, lima beans, green beans, etc. In other
words, any kind of beans!

HEALTH KITS for Hurricane Victims — There is a
continuing need for health kits. Please help us with this by
making Health Kits and/or donating $12 to BUMC with a note
in the Memo section “Health Kits for UMCOR” so that the
Mission Team can buy the supplies and make the health kits
for donation to victims of disasters.

THANK YOU —from several of our
missionary projects:

Red Bird Missionary Conference sent us

a 2007 button with grateful thanks of their

ministries. “Y ou are among a special group

who has chosen to support the work herein

Appalachia by providing missionary support. By making this
kind of long-term commitment, you give us a solid base from
which we plan the future of our work. The funds you send are
very important. The missionary you support greatly
appreciates your prayers, letters of encouragement, and
personal meetings. Ministry in the mountains can be difficult
at times. Knowing that you are there, praying for them, pulling
for them, helps to overcome the rough spots. Once again,
thank you for helping us continue to be “A Witness for Christ
in the Heart of the Appalachia” .”

Society of St. Andrew, Gleaning America’'s Fields —
Feeding America’s Hungry says. “Thank you for partnering
with the Society of St. Andrew to feed hungry children and
adults here in the U.S.! We have received your gifts totaling
$632.05 given in 2007, and | am pleased to send you a
Partner Certificate to recognize your significant investment
in our ministry. Please partner again with the Society of St.
Andrew this year. Help us reach 30 million pounds for
Americans!”



(continued)

Citizens Opposed to Domestic Abuse
(CODA): “We would like to thank you for
your generous donation of pillows,
pillowcases, office supplies, hair brushes,
blankets, toiletries and cell phones. We are
grateful to you for your commitment to
battered women and their children who depend on CODA to
keep them alive and safe.”

Life Line Screening — “On behalf of the staff at Life Line
Screening, we would like to thank you for allowing us to come
to your community. The results from the 1/17/2008 screening
are asfollows:

Total Screened for:

Carotid Artery Disease: 57; normal 27; moderate 29;
possible significance 1;

Peripheral Arterial Disease: 51; normal 49; abnormal 2;
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm: 55; normal 54; aneurysm 1,
Osteoporosis: 34; low risk 7; moderate risk 15; high risk 12;

We, here at BUMC, should pat ourselves on the back for
perhaps saving someone’s lifel!

Complimentary screening certificates — For allowing Life
Line to do their screenings a couple of months ago at our
church, we have received eight (8) complimentary screening
certificates for: Carotid Artery Screening; ABI Screening;
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening; and Osteoporosis
Screening. We have two certificates for each screening. If you
would like to have one of these certificates, please call Pat at
the church office: 757-3351. We will give these to the first 8
people who call in.

EPWORTH
CHILDREN'S
HOME —

May 11" is Mother’s Day, a time of celebration for many of
us. We will be honoring the women who made such a
difference in our lives. Make a testimony to the difference a
caring adult can make, by using the green envelope provided
in your bulletin to donate to Epworth Children’s Home. The
home, food and supervision they receive are largely dependent
on donations given through our United Methodist Churches.
Please be in prayer for the children and ministry of Epworth
and please give as you are able. Visit their web site for more
info on this facility — www.epworthchildrenshome.org.

MISSION TEAM ISLOOKING FOR MORE MEMBERS
—Would you like to be part of our Mission Team? If so, please
cal Judy Perdue at 705-2262 or emal her at
judep@davtv.com.

As aways, | appreciate everything that you do to help
continue the various “mission” projects of the Bluffton United
Methodist Church. Amen!

We hope one of the above projects has touched your heart.
Please write your checks to BUMC and put in the Memo
section which area you want your check to go to.

—Judy Perdue, Chair of Missions

MEETINGS ETC. THISMONTH

STEPHEN MINISTRY — Thurs, May 1% & May 15", at
6:30 pm.
BUMM’s BREAK FAST — Sat, May 3 at 7:29 a.m.

S/IPPRC — Thurs, May 8" at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference
Room.

TRUSTEES—Mon, May 5" at 7 p.m.

THE CHERUB CHOIR — Tues, May 6" & 13" at 6:15
p.m.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE —Wed, May 7" at 6:00 p.m.
S/IPPRC — Thurs, May 8" at 7:00 p.m.

BRUNCH BUNCH - Sun, May 11" at 12:30 p.m., Moss Creek
SPRING CONCERT - Sun, May 18" at 4:00 p.m.
MISSION TEAM —Wed, May 21% at 6:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER TRAINING Wed, May
21% at 6:00 p.m.

HANNAH ULMER CIRCLE —Mon, May 26" at 7:00 p.m.
ESTHER CIRCLE —Tues, May 27" at 9:30 am.

UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES SMALL GROUPS
SCHEDULE — Daytime Group: Monday, 10-11:30 AM
Evening Group:Tuesday, 7-8:30 PM
Convener: Howard Hockenbury (705-2720)
howardhock@davtvcom. — These groups meet at Atlanta
Bread Co. and are open to anyone interested in exploring the
value of daily devotions with weekly group reflection.

DWIGHT SOUTHWORTH has moved to
Riverside at Belfair

60 Oak Forest Rd., A.226

Bluffton, SC 29910

Phone is the same — 705-7637

DO YOU HAVE SOMEONE IN THE MILITARY WHO
ISSERVING OUR COUNTRY IN IRAQ

OR AFGHANISTAN?? Please let us

know by filling in the form below and

putting it in the offering plate. Their name

will be printed in our bulletin so that we

may ALL PRAY for their safe return home.

Name

Branch of the Military

Stationed in: Y our name

Relationship to you (if any)




MAY BIRTHDAYS

01 — Curt Hicks, Erin Lewis

03 — Mackenze Bethea, Jen Smith

04 — Robin Boylston

06 — C.T. Dawvis, Jr., Kai Smith

08 — Benjamin Atkins, Joan Dixon
Matt Epps, Julia Kahn

09 — Jeffrey Hawks

13 —WallaceKing

14 — Krigtina Barry, Frank Battaglia

15 — Kathy Allen, Marsha Davis, Elaine Jones,
Bette Kalmbach

16 — Sandi Campbell, Diane Cross, Peter Sickley

17 — Larry Rodeffer

19 — Tom Story

21 — Rabert Powell, Rebecca Surgis

23 — Maygan Mitchell

26 — Andrew Jones, Cathy Kenyon

27 — Merrill Ramsey, Marty Smith

28 — Lee Templeton

29 — Elizabeth Duncan, Bobby McKibben

30 — Tamara Davis, Ralph Fleming, Lourri Norris-Waite,
Trey Show, |11

31 — Charles Johnson, S ., Jane Johnson, Mark Phillips

01 — Jackie & Spike Kammerer
06 — Paula & Marshall Kremers
09 — Wendy & Curt Hicks

15 — Jackie & Alan Ulmer, Jr.
16 — Meredith & Scott Schroeder
18 —Sarah & Ed Sweers

19 — Traci & Mike Chapman

19 —Gloria & Charles Johnson, S.
22 — Angela & William Court

23 — Sonya & Harvey Bethea, Jr.
23 — JoEllen & Randy Lewis

24 — Rhonda & Hank Barry

25 — Rita & Robert Bobko

25 — Jeannine & Art Olson

27 —Mary & Bob Powell

30 —Sara & BJ Jenkins

CONGRATULATIONS to Kathy Allen
(grandmother) & Barbara & Paul Allen (great-
grandparents!) Shannon gave birth to Morgan
Douglas Pike April 22", Hewas 7 Ibs. 1 0z. — 20
inches long. Shannon & Aaron are tired but
enjoying the blessing of being parents.

CONGRATULATIONS to Allen and Runell Connell on the
birth of their grandson Matthew William Wright born Friday,
April 25" in Mt. Pleasant, SC to Bill and Renee Wright.

Prayer Concerns and Joys

Linda Schumacher, in Columbus
Grove, Ohio, medical concerns. (Judy Perdue’ s daughter)

Barbara Soss, was given aclean bill of health after her
treatment. Thanks everyone for your prayers & thoughts.
—Donna Mathews

Betty Har per, medical concerns

Kaedin Williamson, medical concerns (grandson of Nancy
& Dave Fryman)

Zack Patton, 21 Non-hodgkins lymphoma (nephew of Sara
& BJ Jenkins

Cindy Thompson, Non-hodgkins lymphoma. (Michele
Johnson’s friend)

Albert Higley, diagnosed with colon cancer. (Husband of
Lourri Norrisdriend, Beverly Higley)

Alex Ulmer, medical concerns

Katie Gaylord’s mother, medical concerns

Betty Achille, at home under Hospice care

Francis Brannen, medical concerns (Bob Brannen’s father)

Mary McCollum, medical concerns

Barbara Simo, ongoing battle with facial melanoma, 2™
surgery necessary. (Friend of Jay George)

Ken Bell, has leukemia. Isin a Methodist Hospital,
Columbus Ohio. (Friend of Jan & Jeff Hawks.

Anne M athews, medical concerns (Mother of Jeff
Mathews)

Wallace King, recovering from surgery at Coastal Carolina

Rachel Lynn Ragan, newborn “preemie’ having medical
problems (Granddaughter of Jackie & Alan Ulmer)

Alan Ulmer, recovering from knee surgery

Merrill Ramsey, at home recovering from surgery

MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT ~/(/

Let usremember with visits, cards, and prayers... \\ 7 ?7)

Catherine Szalay, 4921 Bluffton Parkway,
Bluffton, 29910

Lucille Rhoad, 106 Half Moon Trail, Pauleys Island, SC
29585

Barnie & Elouise Goodman, 10 Buckpoint Rd., Bluffton
29910

Abram (Abe) Hallman, Room 132, Broad Creek Care
Center, 801 Lemon Grass Ct., HHI 29928 (Joanne Dahl’'s
father)

Bill & Daisy Hodge, PO Box 123, Bluffton, 29910

Essie Sanders, 10007 Pin Point Rd, Savannah, GA 31406

Jessie Boulware, 1 Kissimee Terr., Port Wentworth, GA
31407

Dwight Southworth, 265 Argent Place, Bluffton 29909

Marion Turner, Life Care Nursing Home, 120 L aMotte,
Hilton Head, 29926

Christian sympathy and prayers of
the pastor and congregation are
extended to Patricia Kuhn and
family on the death of her husband,
Paul, April 25, 2008.



PORT ROYAL UMC issponsoring atrip to visit the
HOLY LAND EXPERIENCE in Orlando, Florida

JUNE 16-18, 2008

HIGHLIGHTS...Holy Land Experience,
Rivership Romance luncheon cruise,
Arabian Nights dinner show, tour of St.
Augustine, 5 meals

Join us on this most inspirational and

interesting tour to central Florida as we

visit the fabulous Holy Land Experience

in Orlando. Walk the streets of Jerusalem,

enter Solomon’s Temple, stroll through
the Garden of Gethsemane, see the Qumran Caves and visit
the many sites of the Old and New Testaments. There will
be a narrated tram tour through historic St. Augustine, a
relaxing luncheon cruise on the St. John’s River and also see
an exciting dinner show. Thisisatrip not to miss!

SCHEDULE:

Day one...Travel to St. Augustine/
Tram tour through the
historic district / Continue
to Orlando
Check into the hotel / Dinner

Day two...Breakfast / Spend the day at the Holy Land
Experience / Arabian Nights Dinner Show

Day three..Breakfast / Luncheon cruise on the Rivership
Romance in Sanford / Return home

PRICE OF TRIP: $429 per person, based on double
occupancy

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT: $100

INSURANCE: HEALTH/CANCELLATION  $45
DEPOSIT REQUIRED: $100

FINAL PAYMENT DUE: 5 weeks before departure

If you would like to take thistrip, please call Excursions
Unlimited, Inc., 912.355.0383. Let them know to include
you with the Port Royal UMC group. Seats on the bus
arelimited...so get your reservation in soon!

THE GARDEN

For the “ Garden of your Daily Living”
Plant Three Rows of Peas:

1. Peaceof Mind
2. Peace of Heart
3. Peace of Soul

Plant Four Rows of Squash:
1. Squashgossip
2. Squashindifference

3. Squash selfishness
4. Sqguash lazyness

Plant Five Rows of L ettuce:

L ettuce be faithful

Lettuce be kind

L ettuce be patient

Lettuce really love one another
L ettuce us be honest

No Garden is without Turnips:

gD

1. Turnip for meetings

2. Turnip for service

3. Turnip to help one another
4. Turnipontime

To conclude, Our Garden must have:

1. Thyme for each other
2. Thymefor family

3. Thymefor friends

4. Thyme for yourself

Water freely with patience and cultivate.
Thereismuch fruit in your garden because
of what you sow.

Any suggestions or contributions for the next issue
of the Newsletter are welcome. All articles should
be in by May 22 for the June issue. Please e-mail
your information to Pat at the church office
(blufftonumc@hargray.com).

Happy



