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FROM PASTOR LARRY 

 

On the Fourth of July many of us won't 
go to work. We will go to parades and 

fireworks. We will have cook-outs, festivals and family get-
togethers. We will fly the flag of our country. We will celebrate 
together the freedoms that have been passed on to us. Our 
freedoms did not come easy. Many brave men and women went 
to their deaths to gain and defend those freedoms. 

As we gather this day, we need to remember them and give 
thanks. Our country provides great freedoms for all of us. We 
can say what we think. We can elect officials. We can worship 
where we wish. Those freedoms should never be taken for 
granted! 

We're blessed to belong to a faith tradition that protects and 
defends our freedoms as well. God made us as people who are 
free. God has shown us the way to perfect freedom. Many times 
though, we don't follow that way. We get caught up in our own 
selves and work for what we think will make us happy. We lose 
track of the fact that happiness and fulfillment come only as we 
reach out to meet the needs of others. 

If our freedoms are to last, we need to protect and defend 
the freedoms of the littlest ones. Our faith tradition protects and 
defends the value of life in all of its forms and all of its stages. 
It defends our right to have children, and to have all we need to 
raise them with dignity and in safety. 

Our freedom also, comes with responsibility. We've been 
given the freedoms that come with a free will. We can choose 
to give or take, to build up or tear down, to act with love or 
indifference. God has shown us the way to the freedom and 
happiness we seek. We can follow in the footsteps of God's 
Son. We can observe God's commandments. We can live values 
that are good and true and teach our children to do so as well. 
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May this Fourth of July be more than a time for picnics and 

fireworks. Let's take some time to give thanks for the freedoms 
we have received, and commit ourselves to protecting and 
defending them. May we pass them on undiminished to our 
own children and grandchildren! 

May God continue to bless you and those you love, and 
keep you safe! 
Pastor Larry 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE ON PASTOR LARRY’S 
“ E-MAIL”  LIST? If so, please call the church office, 
757-3351, or place a note in the offering plate 
with your name & e-mail address. You may 
also add it when you sign the attendance register 
on Sundays or send an e-mail to the church 
office: blufftonumc@hargray.com. We would 
like to get our church database updated! 
 

 
 

 
CHURCH DIRECTORIES – There are 
updated directory copies of our Members 
& Constituents in the narthex. Please take 
one home. If your information is 
incorrect, please call the church office, 
757-3351. 
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Report of the Lay Delegates to the Thir ty-seventh Session of the 2008 South Carolina Annual Conference 

Sunday, June 1 – Thursday, June 4 
Florence Civic Center  

 
As your elected delegates from the Bluffton United Methodist Church to the 2008 South 
Carolina Annual Conference we bring you greetings in the name of the Lord. The theme 
of this conference was “Dare to Change the Wor ld” . Next years conference will also be 
held in Florence from May 31 –June 3. 
 

The following are highlights from our notes, conference materials and our observations 
while attending this conference. You are encouraged to review any topic further by 
visiting the conference website at http://www.umcsc.org. Other specific links which 
pertain to a topic are also included in the report. 
 

Conference Highlights: 
·  Bible studies and Opening Service of Celebration were offered by Dr Eddie Fox. Dr Fox is the World Director of Evangelism 

for The World Methodist Council. Dr Fox’s opening sermon “That the World May Know Jesus Christ”  and his bible studies 
challenged us to stay with this train and be bell ringers for Jesus Christ. He kidded us by saying he knew John was a Methodist 
because he didn’ t evangelize. Dr Fox reminded us that the General Conference had modified the membership vows to include 
“witness”  emphasizing our responsibility as Methodists to spread the Good News. He noted that studies show one third of the 
population – identify with a church and are active, one third – identify and are inactive and one third – have no Christian 
identity so there is a lot of room for witnessing. 

·  Worship service speakers reinforced our Christian resolve – Memorial Service “Example of Faithfulness”  (Rev. Ernest 
Etheredge), Retirement Recognition Service depicting our retired clergy’s lives – Great Day of Celebration Service “The 
Mission is Possible with Jesus”  (Rev. Luronne Jennings), – and Closing & Fixing of Appointments Service “Do We Dare”  
(Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor). 

·  The Laity luncheon with speakers Mr. Bud Ferillo & Mr. Tom Truitt on education in SC and specifically on SC’s “Rural 
Schools Campaign for Social Justice. Statistics for SC indicate we have a 48% dropout rate in rural areas. We were encouraged 
to add our names to a petition to support the constitutional amendment for “High Quality”  education – visit this website 
WWW.GoodbyeMinimallyAdequate.com to learn more about this initiative. 

·  We launched ourselves into the community for the “Great Day of Service”  by helping others, distributing food to the needy, 
sending letters to our servicemen and many other community projects. Our particular project was to cut up a fallen tree and 
clean up the yard for Lena May & Sydney. 

·  Offer ings were taken for four very important projects – UMCOR Response in Kenya, SC UMVIM, SC United Methodist 
Volunteers in Missions, June Wilson’s support for Hilaire Pesse who has not been able to return home to the Congo to see his 
family, and a special offering to help support the Epworth Children’s Home School. 

·  Music provided by the Clergy Choir – Advent United Methodist Church Celebration Ringers, Simpsonville – First United 
Methodist Church Chancel Choir, Conway – Salem United Methodist Church Mass Choir, Florence – Billy Fallaw, organist for 
Annual Conference. 

 
Business &  Committee Highlights: 

·  Council On Finance &  Administration – the overall approved conference budget for 2009 is $17,531,312 a 2.5% increase 
over last year. 

·  Churches which have not yet paid all of their 2007 apportionments will be requested by letter to complete there obligations. 
BUMC has paid all of its conference 2007 apportionments. 

·  The Committee on Congregational Development is focusing its efforts on establishing new Faith Communities and greater 
participation in Natural Church Development. They continue to work on five new church starts from last year. It was noted that 
when a new church is supported by an existing congregation there is an 80% chance of success. June Wilson our congregational 
specialist is retiring this year. The new pastor for GracePoint is M ichael James Hood. 

·  The M inistry Advisory Team is gathering input on church resource needs. They are hearing that churches want more training 
for both laity and clergy in addition to Lay Speaking Ministries which is already a successful process. 

·  A motion from the floor was made to change a half time Hispanic/Latino M inistr ies position to a full time position. This 
motion was amended to send to committee for budget review and completion of a job description. 

·  Presentations were made highlighting the Asbury Hills and Sewee Coastal Retreat Centers. Asbury Hills is restructuring 
operations, refurbishing buildings and adding new youth cabins. Sewee is refurbishing buildings and will re-open this facility as 
an adult retreat center. 

·  The Laity Convocation will be held at Lake Junaluska, NC July 11-13th. The theme is “Dare to Change the Wor ld” , the same 
as Annual Conference. It is “A Weekend of Personal Spiritual Growth for Local Church Leaders and Practical Ideas for Your 
Church” . The featured speaker is Dr . Tony Campolo. 

·  The Board of Laity Leadership Development Group reported that they are working on building the clergy-laity partnership 
and discovering and devising ways to better equip laity for leadership & ministry. 
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·  Epwor th Children’s Home reported that in order to contain costs they were going to close the campus school next year. The 
conference voted to take $100,000 from reserve funds to keep the school going for another year while increases in church 
participation and giving levels will be sought. Currently church participation is 70% and giving levels $4.38 per church 
member. 

·  The Board of Pension &  Health Benefits request that annuity payments for retired ministers be fixed at $650 was approved. 
Also approved was that each charge to which a minister is appointed shall pay $500 per month for Full Time Equivalent 
clergy to the Defined Benefit portion of the Clergy Retirement Security Plan. The board also noted that the pension plan is 
fully funded. It was reported that Health Flex offers a rebate every 2 years if costs are below anticipated as was the case this 
year. The board was presented with a check for $48,000 for the pension fund by Cokesbury. 

·  The Commission on Equitable Compensation noted that minimum compensation for full-time appointments in the local 
church were raised 3% to the following amounts – Clergy in Full Connection $39,250, Probationary, Commissioned & 
Associate $35,150 and Local Pastors $32,900. 

·  The Cabinet reported the membership and participation in the South Carolina UMC is declining with older buildings sitting 
in poor locations with aging members. Many existing churches have become complacent in making disciples. Matters that 
need attention are – New Church Development, Church Redevelopment, Open Itinerancy an Inclusive Church, Leadership 
Training, Restructuring of Churches (closing or developing creative style of ministry) & Safe Sanctuary Training. 

 
Personal Comments: 

·  This was a journey into the faith based ministries of the South Carolina Annual 
Conference. Its reach and influence should not be underestimated for it is truly global. It 
was an opportunity to connect with other believers and walk in the company of the 
Wesleyan’s. 

·  We all had tears in our eyes after helping Lena Mae and Sydney cut up a fallen tree and 
tidy up their yard in the corridor of shame. Sydney, in his 80’s picked up a rake and 
helped us finish. It was difficult to see surrounding homes which had been abandoned 
or were falling apart without feeling a sense of gilt and shame. 

·  We are called as the people of God to spread the Good News throughout the world. In 
order to do this we all need to be better witnesses for Christ. We must provide our laity, 
especially our young people, with the basic skills for doing this. It is our job as 
ministers in our respective churches and communities to equip them to “Dare to Change 
the World”  by being ambassadors for the Lord. 

·  This report is just a window into the proceedings. Detailed pre-conference materials are available online at 
http://www.umcsc.org . The complete and official conference proceedings will be available online later this year. 

 
—Albert Litster, Lay Delegate 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
BUSY BEES 
A big thank you goes to all the Busy Bees for performing 
tasks that “no one sees”  unless it is very visible. We all say 
thanks for your support of our various projects to help keep 
our church looking good and functioning properly. The Busy 
Bees for the Lord’s House have indeed been busy! We are 
looking forward to see what they do next. We are very blessed 
to have so many care about our old church. 
 

Items completed recently and/or are in the process:  Sleeves 
on the lights on the chandeliers are being worked on; the 
“screen”  on the speaker in Sanctuary has been fixed; the 
Education Building hallways have been painted including all 
the woodwork – what a terrific job; ceiling in men’s and ladies 
bathroom between the two offices; ladies bathroom floor 
repaired; various lights either changed or new ones put in; 
various paint touch ups throughout the church and education 
building; brick and mortar repairs outside, etc. 
 

They are presently painting the lower wall section and trim in 
the Fellowship Hall. Also, they have trimmed the shrubs and 
lower tree branches around the building and repaired the floor 
in the women's restroom near the office area. 
 

 In June your bees were Paul Allen, Pete Sickley, 
and Russ Rymer. They generally meet each Tuesday 
from 8:00 a.m. till noon. If you are interested in 
helping, but can't attend on Tuesday, Russ Rymer 
can give you items that need attention. Please call 
him at 298-6566. 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL CHAIRS CAMPAIGN 
We are going forward with our plans to 
replace the old chairs in the Fellowship 
Hall. BUT, we need your help…our total 
cost will be approximately $5,000 to buy 
100 chairs and storage racks for the 

tables, etc. We have received $1,200 (24 chairs) to date 
towards this very needed project. Please consider giving 
$50.00 to buy a chair  for the Fellowship Hall. Our old ones 
are stained, they are digging holes in our hardwood floors (that 
is the reason we have not had the floors redone). We ask for 
your blessings, donations and prayers for this project. 

 
 

HVAC 
As most of you know we have been having some problems 
with the AC in the Sanctuary. We have had the contractor out 
3 times recently and there have been legitimate problems and 
a new part has been ordered and will hopefully arrive before 
June 29th. Please understand that the weather has been very hot 
and any AC in anyone’s home or business is having a problem 
keeping up and continuing to run. Thanks for praying for this 
need. 

 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE 
We have had several contractors out recently to try to 
determine what is causing the odor in our Pastor’s office. The 
smell is quite prevalent and our Pastor cannot use his office 
properly to meet anyone who needs counseling, private 
meetings, etc. Also, it has caused quite a problem with our 
Pastor’s allergies. 

Obviously, our problems are mold and mildew from the 
various leaks we have had in previous years. The most recent 
proposal is as follows:  Remove all of the ceiling, dry wall, 
treat the rafters with a paint to kill the mold, replace with a 
new ceiling, and paint with a special paint. Vents will be 
treated and painted. Also, the paneling walls, underneath, will 
be checked for mold and mildew as will the church office. The 
total cost is $2,200. This is a very necessary repair and the 
Finance Committee has given the BOT the go ahead on 
getting this major problem resolved. Thanks for all your 
prayers and if you would like to contribute to this needed 
“opportunity” , please do so. 

—Judy Perdue, Chair 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees  

 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

As you may know, Bluffton United’s 
Stephen Ministry program will be recruiting 
additional Stephen Ministers in the fall of 
2008. 

The greatest need people have today is not 
for someone who will solve their problems for them, but rather 
for someone who will listen empathetically to the darkest 
wounds of their inner selves. We may feel as though we were 
useless and not particularly helpful to a friend in the midst of a 
crisis, and yet he or she will say in gratitude, "You were there 
when I needed you."  

When was the last time someone really listened to you? 
We're talking about that undistracted, full attention kind of 
listening. That's one of the ways Stephen Ministers care for 
others. 

Stephen Ministers bring distinctively Christian care to those 
in need. They use both words and deeds to express Christ's 
care for others--listening and comforting, calling on the 
training they have received and employing the tools of faith. If 
this job description fits your personal goals for ministry, 
consider becoming a Stephen Minister. 

If God is calling you to find out more about this rewarding, 
caregiving ministry, please contact Diane Davis 384-9150, 
Ruth Fleming 757-4296 or Sara Jenkins 705-2172.  

Prayer  
I need a friend, Lord, someone who will just listen. Not 

someone who will try to fix me or attempt to solve my 
problems, but someone who will accept me for who I am. Not 
someone who will become anxious, suspicious, or frightened 
when I share the deepest feelings of my soul, but someone 
who will accept me. Not someone who will give chatty advice 
or scold or judge me, but someone who will quietly point me 
to you. I need someone to listen, Lord, someone like you. 

John Gugel 
Cries of Faith, Songs of Hope: Prayers for the Times of Our 

Lives 
 

Each week, there is a STEPHEN MINISTER from BUMC 
assigned to hospital duty. If you hear of anyone in the hospital 
please call the following: 

 

June 29th – July 5th, Dian Litster, 705-6221 
July 6th – 12th, Ralph Fleming, 757-4296  
July 13th – 19th, Russ Rymer, 298-6566 
July 20th – 26th, Carol Hockenbury, 705-2720 
July 27th – Aug 2nd, Dave Schwiebert, 705-7815 
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STAFF PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ACTIVITIES – Earlier this year the S/PPRC and Trustees 
formed a joint committee to review the condition of the 
parsonage and a walkthrough was conducted. After reviewing 
its condition the committee determined that there were several 
options to correct the deficiencies. At a joint meeting held 
between the S/PPRC and Trusties it was agreed that the two 
most viable options for remediation were 1) to renovate the 
current parsonage or 2) to purchase a new parsonage and 
possibly use the current building for church offices, an 
education building or some other church use.  These options 
were presented to the Church Council who asked the 
Parsonage Committee to obtain three independent quotes for 
the renovation and to conduct a preliminary search for suitable 
off site housing for a new parsonage. William Court of Court 
Atkins Architects is in the process of putting together the 
specifications for the contractors using the parsonage 
committee report, independent walkthroughs and district 
parsonage guidelines. Quotes, new home estimates and 
recommendations will be reported to the Church Council at its 
August meeting. 
 

The S/PPRC has assigned two mentors to each staff member 
in an effort to enhance communication and job performance. 
The mentors are currently profiling our staff members in the 
monthly newsletter. Stay tuned for profiles of our custodian, 
secretary, nursery attendant and youth coordinator. 
 

We are in the process of revising the personnel policy to 
include safe sanctuaries, drug free workplace and sexual 
harassment segments. The revision will be ready for council 
approval in the fourth quarter of 2008 and put into effect in 
2009. Job descriptions and assessment sheets are also being 
updated. 
 

The S/PPRC is working with the Education Committee to 
review the future of the Youth Coordinator position. Betty 
Johnson and Chris Jones attended our last meeting. Because of 
its success we agreed to extend this position until the end of 
the year. This was originally a one year commitment 
beginning in October 2007. There are enough dedicated funds 
available to fund this extension. Recommendations will be 
made to the Church Council regarding next year’s staffing 
plans. 
 

 

 
All of us, who are fortunate enough, to serve on the Staff/ 
Pastor and Parish Committee, are very excited about all of the 
professional staff in our Church who are coordinated by Pastor 
Larry. We want everyone in our Congregation to get to know 
these people first hand. Bluffton United Methodist Church has 
7 mostly part time folks with "full time" responsibilities that 
all combine to enhance our worship experience. 
 

We invite you to read the third of our Professional Staff 
Biographies which follows. Once you have read a little bit 
about our staff member, please make sure you stop them in the 
hall or around our church and tell them you read about them in 
the Newsletter.   

 —Al Litster, Chairperson S/PPRC 
 

 
Dorothy Ratliff, BUMC Custodian 

 

‘We must journey on until we find the road of yellow brick 
again,”  said Dorothy; “and then we can keep on to the 
Emerald City.”  – L. Frank Baum, The Wizard of Oz 
 

The Invisible Presence that keeps our church building fresh 
and clean week after week as 
if by magic is actually 
Dorothy Ratliff, our very 
professional custodian.  
 

Dorothy was born and raised 
in Mt. Pleasant, SC, where 
she lived until about six 
years ago, when she moved 
to Bluffton. 
 

She chose Bluffton because her parents retired here, and her 
grandparents had also lived in Bluffton. Dorothy is the 
daughter of Mark and Mary Ratliff and the grand-niece of 
Ralph and Ruth Fleming. 
 

She remembers coming to Bluffton as a child and attending 
VBS at BUMC while visiting her grandparents. 
 

Dorothy has one sibling, an elder sister, Angie, who is married 
and lives in Athens, Ga. Angie, her husband and their two 
children, come to visit 3-4 times a year. 
 

Dorothy started her custodial business to get out of the house 
when she was pregnant with Asa, her five-year-old son. She 
began with one house, and today works some 60 hours/week 
cleaning approximately 15 commercial and residential 
establishments. 
 

She and Jah Lowman, Asa’s father, have blended their careers. 
Jah works as feverishly as Dorothy does managing Jah’s 
Painting, his own residential and commercial, interior/exterior 
painting and power-washing company. 
 

What Dorothy likes most about her work is managing her own 
schedule. By setting her own hours, she is able to devote 
precious time to her family. Her father even helps out by 
working for her a couple of days a week. 
 

Asa, who starts kindergarten in July at Bluffton Elementary, is 
very athletic. At the age of 2 he was riding a bike with no 
training wheels. He’s already completed his second season of 
soccer, and was a starter on his team this season in the 
Bluffton Recreation department community league. When he’s 
not on his bike or playing soccer, he’s at the pool. “He’s a 
great swimmer,”  says Dorothy. 
 

Where does she find the time and energy to keep up with her 
work and Asa? Fortunately she has help and support from a 
great extended family, especially her fifteen-year-old stepson, 
Semaj, who visits every summer. He lives in Charleston with 
three younger brothers, so he’s very familiar with helping out 
around the house. Semaj will be a freshman at Dorchester 
High School in the Fall of 2008. He’s very technically bright, 
computer literate, and a tremendous help with Asa. 
 

While Dorothy misses the live music and arts that were 
available in Charleston, their family as a whole is happy in 
Bluffton. They enjoy the diversity of people in the Bluffton 
community, and both of their businesses are thriving. 
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Dorothy and Jah, who have been together for eleven years, 
hope to someday take each business to the next level where 
they are managing a crew that can provide the services she and 
Jah are now providing. 
 

Hidden beneath their service skills are creative talents. 
Dorothy is an artist whose interest is modern painting and 
crafting. She makes soaps, candles, and does beading and all 
types of crafts. Jah is a musician; a drummer by trade, but can 
play almost any instrument. He has built a studio in their home 
and creates ambient music CD’s on his own. 
 

Dorothy is organized, thorough and detail-oriented. She keeps 
a list of all her cleaning responsibilities within the church in a 
structured format, which she has basically memorized by now. 
She created her checklist so she would know which chores are 
to be completed each week. Feedback from the congregation 
on the cleanliness of the church has been extremely positive. 
 

Asked to describe her personal qualities, Dorothy said she is 
loyal, that she enjoys making people happy, that she likes to 
be appreciated, and that she feels well-suited for her line of 
work. Asked what makes her happy, she said her family, being 
in control, and being outside – walking in the park, biking, 
canoeing on the water. In her free time, Dorothy likes to read 
juicy romance novels. 
 

As for Asa, she simply wants him to be happy — 
whatever makes him happy will be fine with her. 
 

 

 
EVANGELISM 

 

More Calling Campaign News 
 

Last month we shared the top three reasons that people chose 
to come to our church. This month, I would like to share some 
of your comments on things that you have enjoyed in the past 
and would like to continue to see. They are in no particular 
order: Christmas Pageant, Childrens’  Choir, Fall Festival, 
Special worship services tied to Christian Calendar/Events, 
Camp Meeting, Hymn Sings, Adult Group Bible Studies, Chili 
Cook Off, Souperbowl Sunday, Activities for families, 
Activities for Seniors, Charleston Christmas Bus Trip, Soloists 
and musical variety.  
 

For those of you who were interested in information about 
joining the church, baptism, visits or calls by the minister, 
your requests have been shared with Pastor Larry. If you 
requested that we call and invite a friend to visit the church, 
those persons have also been called, with the exception of two 
people we are still trying to locate. There will be more in the 
next newsletter. 
 

 

2nd FRIDAY – MUSIC AT NOON 
July 11th – Dr . Chr istopher  McGahan, organist 

 Director  of Choral Studies, 
 University of Massachusetts Lowell 
 

These monthly concerts are presented by the Low Country 
Chapter American Guild of organists at Holy Family catholic 
church, 24 Pope Ave. (south of Sea Pines Circle) Hilton Head. 
They have a large 4 manual (keyboard) PIPE organ in a 
fantastic musical acoustic. Free and open to the public. 

 

 
 
 
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; 
Come before him with joyful songs. 

Psalm 100:1- 2 
 
From the earliest days of the Church, the 
singing of hymns has been an integral 
part of Christian worship. In the book of 
Acts we find Paul and Silas “singing 
hymns to God”  (Acts 16:25) while chained in the Philippian 
jail. It was also the apostle Paul who admonished believers 
with these words: “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the 
Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”  (Ephesians 5:19-20). 
 
But the tradition of singing in worship is far older than even 
Paul and the early Christians. Many centuries earlier, Moses 
and his sister, Miriam, led the nation of Israel in song after 
their miraculous escape through the Red Sea. And who can 
forget King David who composed numerous psalms 
expressing both personal and corporate praise. Centuries later, 
translations of the psalms would provide the nurturing cradle 
for English hymnody. 
 
Hymn singing was and is far more than just a way of 
disseminating knowledge. It is a means for all believers to 
express praise to their Creator and Savior. It is a way for all of 
us to communicate with God using more than just words. It 
allows us to pour out grateful feelings of the heart. 
 
Each Sunday we look forward to the opportunity to lift our 
hearts and voices in praise to God through Jesus Christ. And 
as we worship through the expression of music we also look 
forward to the day when all believers – past, present, and 
future –  will join in one great chorus around God’s throne. 
 
During worship the choirs lead and encourage congregational 
participation. Also each choir is a ministry in which people 
can use their God-given musical talent. Talent, like life, is 
fragile. This does not mean that we should pray in fear, as if 
God might take the talent away. It means that we should pray 
in thanksgiving for being the recipient of that talent. 
 
Once again I extended an invitation to join The Chancel Choir, 
The Early Bird Choir, or The Cherub Choir. During July and 
August, The Chancel Choir will rehearse Sunday mornings 
from 10:00–10:45 a.m. in the choir room. The Early Bird 
Choir & The Cherub Choir will resume rehearsals in 
September. Please prayerfully consider joining one or more of 
these musical ensembles. We welcome adults and children to 
become a part of the Music Ministry family. 
 
 
For His glory only, 

 
 
 

Ella W. Davis 
Director of Music 
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UMW 
 

 
Don’ t you miss our Circle 
meetings during the Summer 
months? Let’s keep in touch  
at the Ice Cream Social to be 
held at the Cubbedge Patch 

on August 3rd at 4:00 p.m. – watch the 
Sunday bulletins for more details. 

Even though we are not meeting officially, our own 
Elizabeth Duncan, District V.P., helped represent our District 
at the SEJ Quadrennial Meeting in Virginia. We look forward 
to hearing about Elizabeth’s experiences at our Unit meeting 
in November. 

Are you looking for a few good books to read during the 
Summer hiatus?? We have just the books for you – several of 
us have read “A Leap of Faith”  and highly recommend this 
selection from the Spiritual Growth category of our Reading 
Program. Also, “Walk in a Relaxed Manner”  is the story of a 
60-year-old nun and her friend, a 69-year-old priest, who 
participated in the nearly 500-mile pilgrimage to Santiago, 
Spain and she tells us of the “ life lessons”  she learned on this 
walk (after hiking 5 days on the Appalachian Trail, I am in 
awe of such a trek)…this is not a religious book, per se, but 
rather a fascinating tale of their experiences with practical 
lessons learned for all of us in our everyday lives. And we 
have more books – please call Kate at 705-5625 if you want to 
enjoy some of our new books. Keep cool, stay healthy, and put 
your trust in the Lord always. We in UMW can accomplish 
great things if we do… 

Have a happy, blessed and safe summer. 
 

 
BUMM 

 

The BUMMs are enjoying summer 
vacation! 
 
 
 

June 8th Robert Lane 
Parrott received the 
BUMM'S Scholarship award 
for 2008. Lane is the son of 
Mike and Mary Jo Parrott 
and is the first recipient of 
this scholarship. He will 
attend Clemson University 

this fall.  
 
 
“ Apprentice for Jesus” – To date we have received two (2) 
requests. The latest was for their yard to be fertilized. 
  

Just a reminder that this outreach program is to assist those 
who have difficulty with light chores for their homes. If we 
are able to assist there is no cost for the volunteer's time. You 
may give a contribution to the Bluffton United Methodist Men 
(BUMM). This contribution will be used for one of the 
BUMM's supporting charities. 
  

Please make checks out to BUMM with the memo line 
identified as “Apprentice for Jesus” . Any questions please 
contact Russ Rymer, 298-6566. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

We are organizing a bowling 
party for 

the 
youth. Ages 7 and above. Anyone 
interested please contact Chris 
Jones, 757-2016. The price of $21 
per person will be taken care of by 
the church. This will cover 2 hours of bowling, shoe rental and 
a pizza lunch. The date will be the 19th of July. 
 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL was a 
great success! Twenty children 
attended this year. Thanks need to be 
given to: Eric Metz and Cecil Corson 
for the decorations; Allana Metz for 
organizing the meals; Cecil Corson as 
the Song Leader; Christine Bryant as 
the Craft Leader; and the Bible Story 
Leaders: Gevrey and Chris Jones, Jo 
Parrot, and Katie Gaylord. Thanks go to 

Barbara Allen, Jenny 
Brannen, Runell Connell, 
and Donna Mathews for 
providing items for the 
light suppers. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MEETINGS, ETC. THIS MONTH 
 

SAFE SANCTUARY COMMITTEE – Tues, July 8th at 
6:00 p.m. 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE – Wed, July 9th at 6:00 p.m. 
 

BRUNCH BUNCH – Sun, July 13th at 12:30 p.m., Port Royal 
Club House. Contact Russ Rymer, 298-6566, for reservations. 
 

MISSION TEAM – Wed, July 16th at 6:00 p.m. 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY – Thurs, July 17th, at 6:30 pm. 
 

UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES SMALL GROUPS 
SCHEDULE – The Monday morning group will continue 
throughout the summer. The Tuesday evening group will 
start up again after Labor day. 

Convener: Howard Hockenbury (705-2720) 
howardhock@davtvcom. – These groups meet at Atlanta Bread 
Co. and are open to anyone interested in exploring the value of 
daily devotions with weekly group reflection. 
 
 
 

Any suggestions or contributions for the next 
issue of the Newsletter are welcome.  All articles 
should be in by July 22nd for the August issue. 
Please e-mail your information to Pat at the 
church office (blufftonumc@hargray.com). 
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M ISSION MOMENTS – “ I’m singing at 
the top of my lungs, I’m so full of answered 
prayers.”  – Psalm 13:6 
 

FAMILY PROMISE – Exciting News! 
Our Mission Team has elected to help this project. We will go 
before Council in August for a final approval and, hopefully, 
we will be able to put this program in our Budget for next year 
and ongoing. Family Promise of Beaufort County is a 
nonprofit, nondenominational organization that provides a 
way for religious congregations to work together to help 
homeless families with shelter, meals and comprehensive 
services so they can regain their independence. Host Churches 
provide overnight lodging and meals for three to five families 
for one week each two or three months on a rotating basis. 
Support churches (we have signed up for this) help the host 
churches with meals and compassionate care of the families 
once a quarter. There are 30 churches (including ours) 
involved in this wonderful Mission Ministry. The breakdown is 
as follows:  18 from Bluffton, 6 from Beaufort, 6 from Hilton 
Head. More about this Mission will be forthcoming in 
newsletters. Please pray for  our  M ission Team as we feed 
the homeless families on July 21st at the Grace Coastal 
Church of Okatie. I f you would like to volunteer  for  this 
wonder ful ministry, please call Judy @ 705-2262. Thank 
you congregation for  your  continued suppor t of M ission at 
our  church. 
 

Family Promise of Beaufort County invites you, your family 
& friends to COMMUNITY Day on SATURDAY, JULY 12th 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 164 Bluffton Road (Hwy.46). Tour 
the new Day Center, learn about Family Promise, have 
something to eat, and enjoy the entertainment. 
 

FALL FESTIVAL:  Save the Date: Oct. 25, 2008, 9:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. Just a reminder...Fall will be here before you 
know it and that means the Fall Festival is just around the 
corner. Please contact Lelia Wirt at 815-2446 or 
lswirt@hotmail.com with any ideas or suggestions. Look for 
more details next month. 
 

EPWORTH METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME – We 
received the following letter from one of the children that lives 
in Clinton cottage (we refurbished this one):  “Dear  Bluffton 
UMC:  Thank you for  the gift card I  am really thankful 
for  you sending it. Thank you for  helping me celebrate my 
bir thday. I  wish when your  bir thday comes up you have a 
good bir thday too. Thank you from Matthew I  love you” . 
So, everyone, while you are celebrating your birthday this 
year, please help us with the Bir thday Fund for  Epwor th for  
the children in the two cottages we have already adopted. 
Donations are truly appreciated for  this M ission program 
on a monthly basis. 
 

BLUFFTON SELF HELP – Again 
many thanks for your continued help by 
bringing food into the Sanctuary every 
week (please consider this when you are 
shopping – one can or package of 
something that you see on sale or buy one get one free would 
help keep them in food. I understand that the 13,000 pounds of 
food collected by the Postal Workers is all gone. Self Help 
needs our  help. Thank you again BUMC for caring. 

 

HEALTH KITS for  Hurr icane Victims – With “ hur r icane 
season”  coming, there is a continuing need for  health kits. 
Please help us with this by making Health Kits and/or 
donating $12 to BUMC with a note in the Memo section 
“Health Kits for UMCOR” so that the Mission Team can buy 
the supplies and make the health kits for donation to victims of 
disasters. There have been many, many floods and fires 
already this year and we don’ t want UMCOR to come up 
“ shor t”  of health kits. 
 

MIRACLE JARS – We want to thank the Members, Regular 
Visitors and First Time Visitors of the Bluffton UMC for 
helping raise money in 2008 by donating your loose change to 
the “Miracle Jars”  in each pew for our various Mission 
Projects. Our  need for  help in July is donations for  the 
Methodist Epwor th Children’s Home – we have star ted 
buying for  the new cottage we have adopted. As you know 
we have completed 2 cottages so far  with great success. I t 
takes approximately $650 to make it happen! We are in 
NEED of 9 pillows at this time if you are interested in 
helping by donating. Again, many thanks to Tom and Bea 
Story and Lelia Wirt for handling this wonderful project on a 
weekly basis. The June donation amount for UMCOR Health 
Kits will be reported in the next bulletin & newsletter. 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS – This wonderful 
class has been sending money to the World Hunger/Poverty/ 
Development mission for quite a few years now. We recently 
received a thank you letter for their generous gift to this 
Project in the amount of $80.00. I f anyone is interested in 
donating to this cause please mark your  donations “ Wor ld 
Hunger”  and it will get to them. We will also notify the 
Sunday School Class of the amount we receive each month 
to go with their  donations.  Thank you. 
 

RED BIRD MISSIONARY – Our missionary, Rev. Dan 
Griffin, has had some medical problems lately. Please 
continue to pray for him, his volunteers that drive him to 
appointments and the doctors that are helping him. 
 

MISSION TEAM IS LOOKING FOR MORE MEMBERS 
– Would you like to be part of our Mission Team?  If so, 
please call Judy Perdue at 705-2262. 
 

As always, I appreciate everything that you do to help 
continue the various “mission”  projects of the Bluffton United 
Methodist Church.  Amen! 
 

We hope one of the above projects has touched your  hear t. 
Please wr ite your  checks to BUMC and put in the Memo 
section which area you want your  check to go to. 

—Judy Perdue, Chair of Missions, 705-2262 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to CHRISTYN 
(BENZLÉ) &  COLE BENNETT on their 
marriage Saturday, June 28th. Christyn is 
a granddaughter of Marty & Art Benzlé, 
members of BUMC. 

 
Liliana Williamson decided to come into the world at about 

10:45 p.m. Tuesday, June 24th. She weighed 
in at 8 lbs 8 ozs, and was 20" long. She is 
just beautiful! (that's a grandmother 
speaking – Nancy and Dave Fryman are the 
proud grandparents!) 
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IT’S A GIRL!! – 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Robin 
& Cordes Boylston proud parents of 
Cora Ashley. Born: Saturday, June 
14thin Aiken, SC, 7 lbs 11 oz. 20 
inches. She is blessed with a whole 
bunch of hair! !  

The happy 1st time grandparents are Sarah & Jim Snow! 
 

 

01 – Helen Anderson, Sonya Bethea, 
 Doug Dahl, Ann Fulton 
02 – Elijah Strohmann 
04 – Adam Fouke, Suzy Somogyi 
06 – Jessie Boulware 
07 – Katie Gaylord 
08 – Wendy Yeager 
09 – Rolland Tabb 
10 – Jennifer Doughty, Bill Epps 
11 – Jane Gurganus, Jack Hango 
12 – Rich Corson 
14 – Mary Swanson 
15 – Vanessa Doupe 
16 – Marie Bright 
17 – Phil Bright, Baylor Bryant, Paula Kirkland 

Paul Laughlin 
18 – Jay Fouke 
20 – Vincent Loper, Betty McKelvey 
21 – Kelsey Buck, Tori Merritt, Trey Phillips, III, 

Marion Turner 
24 – Allison Dacus 
25 – Barbara Beverly 
26 – Tim Ferguson 
27 – Sarah Atkins, Peppi Oberst 
28 – Lyn Green 
29 – Gerry Sikora 
30 – Betty Tabb 
31 – Howard Ramsey 

 

 

 
01 – Tamara & Chris Davis  
03 – Barbara & Paul Allen 
10 – Rhonda & George Haslam 
10 – Margret & Charles Maloney 
10 – Joy & Todd Schubert 
15 – Lois & Bob Gilot 
23 – Mary & Mark Ratliff 
24 – Edna & Dudley Lowden 
26 – Terry & Doug Coon 
27 – Cecil & Rich Corson 
28 – Ann & Francis Reeves 
31 – Cathie & Alex Ulmer 
31 – Kathy & Dan Welborn 

 
 

Chr istian sympathy and prayers of the 
pastor and congregation are extended to 
Nancy & Bill Epps & family on the death of 
Bill’s mother, June 6, 2008. 

Chr istian sympathy and prayers of the pastor and 
congregation are extended to Rev. Ernest Etheredge & family 
on the death of his brother-in-law, Leon Pugh, June 7, 2008. 

 

Prayer  Concerns 
 

Linda Schumacher , in Ohio, medical concerns. 
(Judy Perdue’s daughter) 

Betty Harper , medical concerns 
Kaedin Williamson, had last chemo and his prognosis is 

excellent (grandson of Nancy & Dave Fryman) 
Zack Patton, undergoing radiation, final phase of 

treatment. (nephew of Sara & BJ Jenkins 
Cindy Thompson, Non-Hodgkins lymphoma. (Michele 

Johnson’s friend) 
Alber t Higley, diagnosed with colon cancer. (Husband of 

Lourri Norris' friend, Beverly Higley) 
Francis Brannen, medical concerns (Bob Brannen’s father) 
Barbara Simo, recovering from extensive surgery and 

reconstructive surgery (friend of Jay George) 
Anne Mathews, medical concerns (Mother of Jeff Mathews) 
Wallace K ing, recovering from surgery at home 
Tavia M ichelle Johnson, recovering from lung surgery 
L illian Glaze, medical concerns (Mother of Jane Gurganus) 
Amy Smith, medical concerns. (daughter-in-law of Jen & 

Dick Smith) 
Br ian Deely, medical concerns (Father of Michelle, 

daughter-in-law of Frank & Kay Battaglia) 
Beth Boulware Seaverns, diagnosed with breast cancer 

(Jessie Boulware’s daughter-in-law) 
Ann Croxton, medical concerns (Mother of Diane 

Davis) 
Sherr ie Taylor , medical concerns 
Drew Stewar t, recovering from brain surgery (friend of 

Pastor Larry) 
Dan Gr iffiths, medical concerns, heart cath was 

successful (our Red Bird Missionary) 
Kathy K itchens, medical concerns (Mary McCollum’s 

daughter) 
Alan Ulmer , recovering from 2nd knee surgery 
Billy Hodge, medical concerns 
Pat K irkland, medical concerns 
Paige Sibley, (Katie Gaylord’s sister) had surgery  
Alexis Whalen, (college friend of Katie Gaylord’s) battling 

kidney cancer – she & her husband have a 3 year old son 
& an infant daughter – they desperately need prayers 

Gail Ledbetter , may have a brain tumor – will have an 
MRI July 5th (Sarah Atkins only Aunt) 
M INISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

Let us remember with visits, cards, and prayers… 
Cather ine Szalay, 4921 Bluffton Parkway, 

Bluffton, 29910 
Lucille Rhoad, 106 Half Moon Trail, Pauleys Island, 

SC 29585 
Barnie &  Elouise Goodman, 10 Buckpoint Rd., Bluffton 

29910  
Abram (Abe) Hallman, Room 132, Broad Creek Care 

Center, 801 Lemon Grass Ct., HHI 29928 (Joanne Dahl’s 
father) 

Bill &  Daisy Hodge, PO Box 123, Bluffton, 29910 
Essie Sanders, 10007 Pin Point Rd, Savannah, GA 31406 
Jessie Boulware, 1 Kissimee Terr., Port Wentworth, GA 

31407 
Dwight Southwor th, 60 Oak Forest Rd., Apt. 226, Bluffton 

29910 
Mar ion Turner , Life Care Nursing Home, 120 LaMotte, 

Hilton Head, 29926 


