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FROM PASTOR LARRY 
 

How many seeds are there in an apple? Do 
you have any idea? Only a few people will 
know the answer to that one, but only God 
knows how many apples are in each seed! 

The good news is that God knows you intimately, and He 
knows that within you lies an unlimited, untapped potential for 
good. 

How do you get the fruit to appear? 
Jesus said, “Except a corn of wheat falls into the ground and 

dies, it abides alone: But if it dies, it brings forth much fruit.”  
[John 12:24]  You begin by offering yourself to God as a seed – 
everything you have and are. You die to your own selfish 
desires and live to do His will. Then God brings forth fruit from 
your life. He takes your seed and multiplies it and causes it to 
bring forth an abundant harvest for His kingdom and to meet 
your own needs. 

Imagine that you have $1,000 in your pocket. If the money is 
yours, you can do anything you want with it. But if it belongs to 
someone else who has entrusted it to you, then you cannot 
spend it as you please. You may only use it as you have been 
authorized by the owner. 

Similarly, the Bible says that you are not your own. On an 
occasion when immorality was creeping into the lives of some 
believers, the Apostle Paul rebuked them, saying, “Have you 
forgotten that your body…is God’s gift to you, and that you are 
not the owner of your own body?”   [I Corinthians 6:19] 

When you realize that all that you are and all that you possess 
are God’s, your whole life is turned around. You don’ t want to 
waste a moment of your time, a dollar of your money, or any of 
your physical or mental powers. As someone said, “ I have just 
recently come to the realization that I am completely God’s. 
From now on every bit of talent and ability that I have, every 
bit of health and energy, every penny that goes through my 
fingers is His!”  

Are you His? 
See you in Church Sunday. 

Pastor Larry 
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WALTERBORO DISTRICT 

Lay Speaking M inistr ies 
Fall School – Sat, Sept. 27th; 8 am to 5 pm 

Sunday, Sept 28th; 2 pm to 6 pm 
at Bethel UMC in Walterboro 

Registration Deadline – Sept. 10th 
 

New applicants are required to take the Basic Course first to 
become a Local Church Lay Speaker. Persons who have taken 
the Basic Course and wish to become a Certified Lay speaker 
must take the United Methodist Heritage course as their first 
advanced course. Those who have had the Basic and Heritage 
courses may select one of the other courses offered. 
 

Persons interested in becoming a Pulpit Supply must take Lay 
Speakers Interpret to Others Our United Methodist Herigate, 
Lay Speakers Lead in Worship and From Lay Speakers Preach. 
 

Class size is limited, so those wishing to attend should not 
delay. There is a late fee of $5.00 if registration is postmarked 
after Sept. 10, 2008. 
 

Individuals who are currently Certified Lay Speakers should 
verify their status by checking the date on their last training 
certificate. If they have not maintained their status by 
completing an advanced course in the last three years, they 
must take an advanced course and submit an annual report to 
the District Superintendent. If anyone has questions regarding 
their status, they may contact Jackie Jenkins at 843-563-3228 
or email: jackiegjenkins@aol.com for assistance. 
 

Applicants should complete a registration form and send it 
with a $45.00 check or  money order  made payable to The 
UMC Conference Treasurer  to cover the cost of materials 
and meals. The check should be mailed to: Pr iscilla 
McClellan, Communications Co-Coordinator  Walterboro 
Lay Speaking M inistr ies, 218 White Pine Ave, 
Walterboro, SC 29488. 

 
I mpor t ant  Dat es t o Remember  

 

Sept ember  10,  2008 
Fal l  School  Regi st r at i on Deadl i ne 

 

Febr uar y 14 – 15,  2009 
Wi nt er  Lay Speaki ng School  

Bet hel  UMC,  Wal t er bor o 
 

Mar ch 7,  2009 
3r d Annual  Lay Speaker s Cel ebr at i on 

New Li f e UMC,  Wal t er bor o 
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Walterboro Distr ict Lay Speaking M inistr ies 
Winter  / Fall School Registration Form 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________State: ________ Zip Code: _____________ 

Telephone Numbers: ________________________ (Home) __________________________ (Work) 

Church: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Charge: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Course Descr iptions: (A check indicates the course you will be taking. Only one course can be taken each session) 

Refresher Course: (Local Church Lay Speakers) 

�  Local Church Lay Speaker Refresher (Cost $25)…(This course is not for  Cer tified Lay Speakers).   New Conference 
requirements mandate recertification of ALL Local Church Lay Speakers every three years.  Completion of this course fulfills that 
requirement. 
 

Local church lay speakers will be able to (1) demonstrate an understanding of the importance of prayer in the life of a spiritual leader. 
(2) Formulate a prayer appropriate for a group and lead prayer in a group. (3) Understand and be aware of small group dynamics, 
including use of conflict transformation principles. (4) Learn about the Wesleyan understanding of Christian conferencing and prepare a 
meeting agenda to ensure time for Christian conferencing. 

Prerequisite Course  
�  Youth Basic Course 
The Basic course is a youth tailored curriculum of the regular BASIC COURSE designed with middle and high school age young people 
in mind. 
 

�  Lay Speaking Basic Course 
The Basic Course includes a study of what it means to be God©s called people and how we may be at work for God in our own 
communities. The guide for this course is practical, including checklists, outlines, and step-by-step plans. Exercises draw on the 
individuals© personal experiences and on what they know about their communities. The course provides learning opportunities in three 
areas of service for lay speakers: leading, caring, and communicating. 
 
Advanced Course Offer ings: (Lay Speaking Basic is the prerequisite course for all advanced courses) 
 

�  Lay Speakers Interpret to Others Our  United Methodist Her itage 
This course will assist the Lay Speaker to gain an understanding of the distinctive traditions and emphases of The United Methodist 
Church. The lay speaker will become informed about the journey of the people historically known as Methodists and Evangel Brethren, 
who united in 1968 to form The United Methodist Church. The contributions of the early leaders, Wesley, Otterbein, Boehm, Albright, 
and others, will be reviewed. The lay speaker will develop skills to interpret this heritage to others. 
 

�  Lay Speakers Tell Stor ies 
Lay speakers learn what makes a good story and discover their own style as a storyteller. Learn techniques of effective storytelling and 
practice creating stories from their own experiences. 
�  Lay Speakers Lead in Worship  
The purposes of this course are: (1) To gain an understanding of corporate worship as an encounter of the gathered community with God 
and with one another. (2) To learn how to plan worship that is both authentically Christian and relevant to Christians and seekers today. 
(3) To develop the practical skills needed for leading worship. 

 

�  Lay Speakers’  Introduction to The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 
This course examines the Biblical basis of the foundation of the United Methodist Church’s book of law.  The course provides 
opportunities to examine our social principles and the practical application of church law, which governs our local churches. 
  

�  Lay Speakers Create Disciple Making Faith Communities  
The goal of this course is to provide church leaders with key tools and principles that can be used to make disciple-making faith 
communities.  Lay speakers will learn about discipleship systems, the term faith community and how the theory of displacement affects 
their congregation, as well as considering the realities of call and leadership, 21st century structures for ministry, and new opportunities 
for ministry. 
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�  Lay Speakers Discover  Spir itual Gifts 
This course focuses on acquiring a better understanding of the church and its ministry needs, learning what it means to be a minister; 
doing the work of Christ in the church and in the world; and being more fully equipped to lead others in exploring and using their 
spiritual gifts.  
 
�  From Your  Hear t to Theirs:  Deliver ing the Effective Sermon  (NEW PREACH) 
This course provides useful information to the lay speaker about the art of writing sermons. The lay speaker will receive information 
about resources available to research topics, interpret scripture, and writing interesting and inspiring sermons. 
 
Public Communication Statement: 
By signing this document you give permission to the Walterboro Lay Speaking M inistr ies to use any statements, oral or  wr itten, 
auditory productions, photographs and video productions for  any public communication and promotion of the Walterboro Lay 
Speaking M inistr ies of the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church.  
 
I  have read and understood the Public Communication Statement and give permission for  my contr ibutions to be used for  the 
stated purpose.   
Signature of Applicant: ______________________________________________ 
 
I f you have any handicapping conditions, please indicate below: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------For  Registrar  Use Only------------------------------------------------ 
 
Name______________________________  Church________________________ 

Charge_____________________________   Cluster________________________ 

Date Registration received by Registrar: _____________ Payment Amount________ 

Class __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

A LETTER was RECEIVED from The BLUFFTON 
HISTORICAL PRESERVATION SOCIETY, INC. informing 

us that: 
 

The Heyward House Historic Center is organizing a cemetery 
cleanup for the Bluffton Cemetery located on 1166 May River 
Road. Churches in Old Town Bluffton are being asked to assist 
and recruit volunteers for this worthy effort. Some members of 
the congregations probably have family members buried in this 
cemetery. Please support this endeavor.  
 

The scheduled date for Cemetery 
Clean Up is November 15th from 
2:00 – 5:00 p.m. A Picnic will follow 
on the grounds of the Heyward 
House, 70 Boundary Street, to 
celebrate this accomplishment and 
enjoy some fellowship. Please bring 
your own equipment; i.e.; rakes, hand 
grass trimmers, hoes, clippers and gloves. 
 

If you would like to volunteer, please call Pat Cano, Events 
Coordinator, Heyward House Historic Center at 757-6293 or 
you may email her at patcano@heywardhouse.org.  
 

 
 

eChr istianEd? 

ARE YOU a youth or  children’s minister  seeking more 
training, a leader  or  volunteer  in your  church©s educational 
ministr ies, a Chr istian educator  wanting United Methodist 
cer tification, or  a Bible study teacher  desir ing more 
knowledge of the Bible and the church? 
 

eChristianEd provides training needed to be effective in 
ministry. 
 

Developed by the Department of Religion and Philosophy at 
Columbia College and the South Carolina Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, eChristianEd is 
a web-based training program for Christian educators. I t is 
approved for certification. eChristianEd is designed for staff 
or volunteers interested in biblical, theological and practical 
training in Christian education. The six courses are: Basic I – 
Biblical and Theological Foundations for Ministry, Basic II – 
Foundations for Christian Education; Adult Ministry; 
Children’s Ministry; Family Ministry; and Youth Ministry. 
 

For more info, contact Rev. Ruth Arant at 803-359-6838, 
ruth@lexumcsc.com,or go to www.eChristianEd.com 
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Dear Members in Christ, the following is 
a 2008 Mid-year Financial Update for 
BUMC. Remember this is just a snap shot, 
in hopes of keeping you informed, as to 
the churches finances. 
  

Total Income $131,845 
Expenses 

Apportionments & Conference 28,395 
Bank Service Charges 393 
Bereavement 165 
Education 827 
Music 4,058 
Insurance 5,250 
Office & Advertising 5,833 
Payroll & Reimbursements 72,482 
Maintenance/Repairs & Allowances 13,943 
Evangelism, Ministries & Worship 1,193 

Total Expenses $139,707 
Net Ordinary Income (7,862) 
Other Income/Expense 

Designated Income 21,088 
Designated Expenses 9,968 

Net Other Income $11,120 
Net Income $3,258 
  

Our Balance sheet shows Total Assets and Total Liabilities & 
Equity of $245,863. We are currently carrying a HVAC Loan 
balance of $9,395 and recently secured an Open Line of Credit 
to cover 2008 cash flow shortfalls. To date, we have borrowed 
$10,000 against this line of credit. 
  

Regards, BJ Jenkins, BUMC Finance Committee Chairman 
 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

Unloading Your  Backpack 
I recently saw a bumper sticker that said 
simply yet eloquently: "Life Happens." How 
true that is! Life happens. Everyday life. 

Sure, some of us may have devastating 
hardships that hit us unexpectedly at times, 
and these can be difficult to deal with. But 

most of us have lots of other burdens and concerns – less 
devastating, perhaps, but no less difficult – for all that we 
carry around with us from day to day and week to week. 

This reminds me of what happens every day as we watch 
our children or grandchildren get ready for school. They pack 
their backpacks with books, lunches, and sometimes a favorite 
possession or two, and then they head off for their day©s 
activities. At the end of the day, the backpacks are emptied 
and the evening tasks get underway. In much the same way, 
we adults pack up our burdens and concerns each morning and 
carry them around on our backs throughout our daily routines. 
But, unlike our children or grandchildren, we do not take off 
our backpacks at the end of the day and unpack them. We may 
take them off and set them in the corner for the evening, but 
the next day we pick them up again still full from the day 
before, and sometimes with a new item or two added. We do 
this week after week, until one day we realize that our 
backpacks have gotten so full and so heavy that we can no 
longer carry them.  

It was last year about this time that I realized my backpack 
was bursting at the seams and was too heavy to carry with me 

every day. And on the days when I did carry it, I found myself 
getting more and more exhausted. Life©s challenges became 
increasingly difficult to handle. 

Then, I became acquainted with a Stephen Minister who 
met with me almost every week and helped carry my load. 
Some weeks, it was harder than others to open up that 
backpack and look inside, but my Stephen Minister remained 
a faithful constant in my life, ready to listen to whatever I was 
willing to share. What I realized in time was that just having 
someone to listen became a tremendous relief. My daily 
challenges were no longer burdens I needed to carry with me. 
I had someone who was willing to share the load, to offer a 
kind word, to remind me of God©s love and grace and 
remember me in their prayers. 

How nice it is to have a group of people – our Stephen 
Ministers – to pray for us, no matter how big or small the 
concern. A Stephen Minister isn©t a mental health professional, 
but simply a kind, patient individual who is willing to lend a 
hand – and an ear. If you can offer a smile and a prayer, then 
you too might consider becoming a Stephen Minister. Or, if 
you find that your backpack is getting just a little too heavy, 
know that there can be a Stephen Minister waiting to help you 
carry it. 

(Anonymous, Shared by Stephen Ministries, St. Louis, MO) 
 

Bluffton United’s Stephen Ministry program will be recruiting 
additional Stephen Ministers in the fall of 2008. If God is 
calling you to find out more about this rewarding, caregiving 
ministry, we encourage you to contact Diane Davis 384-9150, 
Ruth Fleming 757-4296 or Sara Jenkins 705-2172.  
 

Each week, there is a STEPHEN MINISTER from BUMC 
assigned to hospital duty. If you hear of anyone in the hospital 
please call the following: 
 

Aug 3rd – Aug 9th, Art Benzlé, 757-3787 
Aug 10th – Aug 16th, Ralph Fleming, 757-4296 
Aug 17th – Aug 23rd, Russ Rymer, 298-6566 
Aug 24th – Aug 30th, Dave Schwiebert, 705-7815 
Aug 31st – Sept 6th, Carol Hockenbury, 705-2720 

 

“ PROF. HIGGINS”  PROFILES – WITHIN OUR WALLS 
Bluffton United Methodist Church is full of many 

interesting members and constituents (regular attendees) from 
varied and fascinating backgrounds.  Some are lifetime 
members born and raised in Bluffton, while others are recent 
transplants. Within our walls we have the young to the not-so-
young, but still the young-at-heart. And our talents range from 
those who create – to those who are logically minded and 
excel by using the right side of their brain. But regardless of 
where you see yourself, “Professor Higgins”  is interested in 
sharing your story with others within our walls. 

Beginning in September, we will start to profile a member 
or constituent in the monthly newsletter. If you are interested 
in participating in this exciting, information-sharing exercise, 
not to mention getting to know one another better, simply fill 
out the slip below and drop it in the collection plate. 
“Professor Higgins”  will then contact you to conduct a short 
interview, and will write the article for the newsletter. All you 
have to do is tell your story. It©s as simple as that! We look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 

Name____________________________________________ 
 

Phone Number____________________________________ 
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Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; 
Come before him with joyful songs. 

Psalm 100:1- 2 
 

MUSIC & LITURGICAL ARTS WEEK 
REPORT – LAKE JUNALUSKA, 
NORTH CAROLINA – JUNE 22-27, 
2008 

 

Serenely nestled in the Great Smoky 
Mountains of Western North Carolina is the Lake Junaluska 
Assembly, “a place of spiritual enrichment, leader 
development, and transformation. Lake Junaluska Conference 
& Retreat Center is a part of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of 
the United Methodist Church. The photos you see are 
inadequate to convey 
the breathtaking 
beauty of this special 
place. You must go to 
see it for yourself.   

Each summer the 
Fellowship of United 
Methodists in Music 
& Worship Arts holds 
a week-long retreat. This year’s theme was The Time of Your 
Life: Transforming the Rat Race into a Journey. And what a 
journey it was! Each day was jam packed with inspirational 
worship services, concerts, choir & instrumental rehearsals for 
adults and youth, seminars, and music reading sessions. 

 

Each day began with 
a beautiful sunrise 
and the mist  rising to 
reveal an idyllic 
setting of trees, 
plants, buildings 
surrounding Lake 
Junaluska. An aura of 

anticipation permeated the landscape as we walked, bicycled, 
or boarded shuttles which took us to morning worship 
services. The thematically cohesive worship services were 
skillfully crafted and presented by a Worship Design Team 
comprised of a minister, organist, song leader, arts visualist, 
dramatist, liturgical dance specialist, and other liturgists. Each 
worship service combined theology and liturgy to provide 
sustained and memorable “mountaintop”  experiences. 
 

Jody Seymour, the 
preacher for each 
worship service, is 
a man of deep 
theological roots, 
and possesses the 
ability to 
effectively share 
his own life 
experiences, with an infectious sense of humor. On Monday 
morning Jody began his sermon with this greeting: “Good 
morning, saints! Good morning, sinners! Now we are all here 
and greeted!”  In each of his sermons there was an abiding 
reference to the fact that in our journey we are pilgrims not 
tourists, and we must be transformed by the journey.   

 

Transformation is a lifelong journey. I am deeply appreciative 
for my pilgrimage to Lake Junaluska Assembly. It is my 
prayer that as a result of the people with whom I have 
fellowshipped, the worship services, choral experiences, 
seminars, and power of the Holy Spirit, I will be able to 
further enhance the worship experiences here at Bluffton 
United Methodist Church.  
 
 

Our annual 5th Choral Workshop will be held Saturday, 
September 20, 9:00-2:00 PM at New Ebenezer Retreat Center, 
Rincon, Georgia. The clinician will be Tim Reynolds, Director 
of Music, St. Andrew By-The-Sea United Methodist Church, 
Hilton Head Island and Director of Hilton Head Choral Arts 
Society. The workshop will include members of the Music 
Ministry and invited guest singers from Church of the Palms 
United Methodist Church and Sun City Chorus. 
 
Have you prayerfully considered becoming a part of the Music 
Ministry? I extend an open invitation to join an adult or 
children’s choir. During July & August, The Chancel Choir 
rehearses Sunday mornings, 10:00-10:50 AM in the choir 
room. In September the choir will rehearse Wednesdays, 7:00-
8:30 PM. The Early Bird Choir rehearses Sunday mornings 
following the 8:45 AM worship services. Regular rehearsals 
will resume Sunday, September 7. The Cherub Choir 
rehearses Wednesdays, 6:00-6:35 PM and will resume in 
September. For more Music Ministry information, please read 
the 2008-09 Music Ministry brochure located in the narthex. 
 
In soli Deo gloria (For His glory only), 
 

 
 
 

Ella W. Davis 
Director  of Music 
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FROM THE S/PPRC 
 

All of us, who are fortunate enough, to serve on the Staff/ 
Pastor and Parish Relations Committee, are very excited about 
all of the professional staff in our Church who are coordinated 
by Pastor Larry. We want everyone in our Congregation to get 
to know these people first hand. Bluffton United Methodist 
Church has 7 mostly part time folks with "full time" 
responsibilities that all combine to enhance our worship 
experience. 
 

We invite you to read the fourth of our Professional Staff 
Biographies which follows. Once you have read a little bit 
about our staff member, please make sure you stop them in the 
hall or around our church and tell them you read about them in 
the Newsletter. 

—Al Litster, Chairperson S/PPRC 
 
 

“ THE ADVENTURES OF JAY GEORGE”  
 

During the 1980’s and 90’s the 
second generation of Big Bands, 
made famous in the 40’s, 50’s and 
60’s, were gaining popularity. Great 
artist’s like Stan Kenton, Tex 
Beneke, Stan Getz, Les Elgart and 
others were forming traveling bands 
to crisscross the country. Listening to 
and dancing along with the Big 
Bands was still a popular pastime 

from coast to coast. This was the Big Band Revival and the 
debut of Big Band Jazz. Eventually Big Band jazz 
experimentation and arrangements developed into the sounds’ , 
rhythms and harmony of Ray Charles, “The Beach Boys”  and 
even the Beatles. Big Band Arrangements for Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin, Sammy Davis JR. and many others kept us 
humming and singing along, even to this day.  
 

On any given warm, humid Saturday evening in Cedar Rapids; 
Chicago; Kansas City or Duluth, a Big Band beat would drift 
across the hot still summer air outside of a dance club or night 
club. Band musicians and singers would be true to 
arrangements and sell the songs that everyone loved to hear 
like “ I’ ll Get By,”  “My Blue Heaven,”  “ I’ ll String Along with 
you…”  If there was a female vocalist and she had both a 
powerful voice and a gentle touch to her musical delivery, 
then it was probably our own Jay George, who by then was 
married to Jim George, a trombonist with Stan Kenton, Ralph 
Marterie, and many other bands. 
 

It is surprising to discover that Jay did not graduate from 
Juilliard, Tufts University or the Boston Conservatory of 
Music. How could she have such a well trained voice and not 
attend a renowned musical university? How could she be so 
sincere when she is performing a song? Where did she learn 
such great stage presence? 
 

Well, you see Universities are at best only a period of training 
that spans a few short years. If you include High School for 
talented kids you may have up to 10 years of formal training. 
Jay made her professional debut at age 2½. So by the time she 
graduated High School, she had almost 16 years of 
professional training all delivered to Jay by her exclusive 
music coaches, drama coaches and producers (in the literal 
sense)… Jay’s parents, who were professional entertainers. 

 
 
 
Jay’s parents emigrated from Sweden and her Dad decided he 
was going to be a Cowboy Singer so he “rode the rails”  (was a 
railroad stow away) to Montana and got a job on a working 
ranch for a year. Along the way, Jay was born and not by 
accident, her Mom and Dad went to the Swedish Covenant 
Hospital in Chicago for Jay©s first dramatic stage entry and 
opening number. 
 

When Dad returned from Montana, he started an act called 
“The Austin Family”  which appeared on the WLS radio 
station show called The Saturday Night Barn Dance from 
Chicago. Jay, Mom and Dad were an instant hit. Back then, 
Montana music was called Cowboy Music and Jay’s Dad had 
gone out west to get it right. 
 

From those early days on 
stage and on the radio, Jay (a 
nickname for Jeanne Marie) 
appeared in stage shows, at 
state and county fairs and in 
special events with Mom, 
Dad and other artists. In her 
teens Jay began to become 
fascinated and enthusiastic 
with a new sound called Jazz. 
As she matured she began 
singing Classic and Jazz 
Standards with Big Bands. 
One summer day, Jay was called to complete a road trip with 
the Frankie Masters Orchestra because their lead female singer 
(Frankie’s wife) had gotten sick and Frankie needed a “Pro”  to 
fill in fast, and travel. A few days later, with the Band at the 
Omaha Country Club during a break, Jay met one of the 
band©s trombone players named Jim George. As they say, love 
bloomed in Omaha. Four months later Miss Austin became 
Mrs. George. 
 

Years rolled by and the Georges had two sons and moved to 
the south. Early on Jim and Jay decided that it was far better to 
make music in Florida in the winter, rather than in Chicago. 
They moved to Sarasota and then ultimately to Naples where 
they found plenty of work and a very active professional 
musician’s community. Eventually Jim and Jay became 
involved in Christian Music and perhaps found their own 
musical ministry with a group that was named “Joyful Noise,”  
whose songs, CD’s and personal appearances helped 
numerous Gulf Coast area churches involved in fund raising 
drives. There is even a “Joyful Noise”  CD that may be offered 
to our Church to raise funds for our Music Ministry. Jay and 
Ella Davis are working on this project. 
 

Jim and Jay have remained active with their music to this day 
and Jay has a long resume of choral activities including the 
Hilton Head Symphony Orchestra Chorus and, of course, our 
own Bluffton United Methodist Chancel Choir.  We are all 
pleased and proud of Jay and Jim and grateful for the special 
talents that they and so many other talented people bring to 
our wonderful, historic Church on Calhoun Street. 
 

(You ask…how is Jay part of the “Staff Profiles”? She has had 
previous experience as a Church Secretary and fills in when 
Pat goes on vacation.) 
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EVANGELISM 

 

A Way To Give Back! 
 

We are taught to love one another as God has loved us. 
Sometimes, this means looking beyond our own needs to help 
others. We need your help to care for each other. You CAN 
make a difference with a little effort and a small amount of 
your time! Please consider helping out in one of the following 
ways: 
 

Volunteer to take one month and call the first time visitors 
who come to church. We will supply the names, etc, and you 
make a quick call to thank them for visiting and invite them 
back. Most months, this may mean making between 5-10 
calls. We will provide you with ideas of what to say. 
 

Volunteer to send a caring card. This takes a few minutes. We 
provide the cards, stamps and several ideas of what to say. We 
send cards for get well, thinking of you, sympathy, etc. We do 
NOT send birthday cards. If you aren’ t comfortable doing this, 
then you can donate cards, or stamps. So many people have 
expressed their thanks for these notes. Everyone likes to know 
they are thought of and appreciated. 
 

Volunteer to keep track of the congregational attendance. 
 

Volunteer to visit our shut-ins or call them to see that they are 
okay. It helps to keep them feeling a part of the congregation. 
 

Please consider joining the Evangelism Committee. We need 
you to help us carry out the Great Commission. Contact Kathy 
Allen at 757-4006 or at islandfun@hargray.com to join. WE 
NEED YOU! 
 

 
 

UMW 
 

“ All-Church”  Ice Cream Social to 
be held at the Cubbedge Patch on 
Sunday, August 3rd at 4:00 p.m. 
 

As summer comes to an end, we are 
looking forward to our regular 

schedule of Circle and Unit meetings, beginning in September. 
Also, it is time to begin thinking about officers for next year. 
When Mary McComb and her Nominating Committee contact 
you, please prayerfully consider how you can best serve 
UMW in the coming year. 

Enjoy August... 
 

 
BUMM 

 

The BUMMs are enjoying summer 
vacation! 
 

“ Apprentice for Jesus”  – Just a 
reminder that this outreach program is to assist those who 
have difficulty with light chores for their homes. If we are able 
to assist there is no cost for the volunteer©s time. You may give 
a contribution to the Bluffton United Methodist Men 
(BUMM). This contribution will be used for one of the 
BUMM©s supporting charities. 
  

Please make checks out to BUMM with the memo line 
identified as “Apprentice for Jesus” . Any questions please 
contact Russ Rymer, 298-6566. 

 

 
 

 

MEETINGS, ETC. THIS MONTH 
 
 

TRUSTEES MEETING – Mon, Aug 4th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE – Wed, Aug 13th at 6:00 p.m. 
 

BRUNCH BUNCH – Sun, Aug 10th, Mulberry Street Trattoria 
at 12:30 p.m (off of 278 next to Boater’s World near Moss 
Creek). Contact Russ Rymer, 298-6566, for reservations. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL – Mon, Aug 18th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

MISSION TEAM – Wed, Aug 20th at 6:00 p.m. 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY – Thurs, Aug 21st at 6:30 pm. 
 

UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES SMALL GROUPS 
SCHEDULE – The Monday morning group will continue 
throughout the summer. The Tuesday evening group will 
start up again after Labor Day. 

Convener: Howard Hockenbury (705-2720) 
howardhock@davtvcom. – These groups meet at Atlanta Bread 
Co. and are open to anyone interested in exploring the value of 
daily devotions with weekly group reflection. 
 
 

UPDATE ON ‘BUSY BEE’  PROJECTS –  
Repainting of the lower wall section and trim in 
the Fellowship Hall has been completed. They are 
currently replacing the chandelier candle sticks in 
the sanctuary. 

 
From the Youth M inistr ies – The youth 
bowling party was a huge success. We had 
23 people come out, and 15 of those were 

youth. I am very pleased with the participation. The Youth 
Ministries is growing and I thank you for your support. 
 — Chris Jones 
 
 

Any suggestions or contributions for the next 
issue of the Newsletter are welcome.  All articles 
should be in by August 21st for the September 
issue. Please e-mail your information to Pat at 
the church office (blufftonumc@hargray.com). 
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MISSION MOMENTS – “ I’m singing at the top of my lungs, 
I’m so full of answered prayers.”  – Psalm 13:6 
 

FAMILY PROMISE – Our Mission Team was supposed to 
supply dinner for anyone that was in the program at the Grace 
Coastal Church on July 21st. There was no one in the program 
at that time and the next time we supply dinner is in 
November. Thank you for your prayers but please keep 
praying for this worthy cause. They are having people come in 
that have been referred by other agencies that are homeless 
and/or need some help. We will keep you posted. I f you 
would like to volunteer  for  this wonder ful ministry, please 
call Judy @ 705-2262. Thank you congregation for  your  
continued suppor t of M ission at our  church. 
 

FALL FESTIVAL – Save the Date: Oct. 25, 2008, 9:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. Just a reminder...Fall will be here before you 
know it and that means the Fall Festival is just around the 
corner. Please contact Lelia Wirt at 815-2446 or 
lswirt@hotmail.com with any ideas or suggestions. Look for 
more details next month. 
 

EPWORTH METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME – We 
continue to need help for the children we have adopted in our 
two cottages that we refurbished last year. So, everyone, while 
you are celebrating your birthday this year, please help us with 
the Bir thday Fund for  Epwor th for  the children in the two 
cottages we have already adopted. Donations are truly 
appreciated for  this M ission program on a monthly basis. 
 

BLUFFTON SELF HELP – Again many thanks for your 
continued help by bringing food into the Sanctuary every 
week (please consider this when you are shopping – one can 
or package of something that you see on sale or “buy one get 
one free”  would help keep them in food. Due to the many 
stresses of the economy, Self Help needs our  help 
desperately in order to feed the hungry right here in Bluffton. 
Thank you again BUMC for caring. 
 

HEALTH KITS for  Hurr icane Victims – With “ hur r icane 
season”  coming, there is a continuing need for  health kits. 
Please help us with this by making Health Kits and/or 
donating $12 to BUMC with a note in the Memo section 
“Health Kits for UMCOR” so that the Mission Team can buy 
the supplies and make the health kits for donation to victims of 
disasters. There have been many, many floods and fires 
already this year and we don’ t want UMCOR to come up 
“ shor t”  of health kits. Thank you for your continuing 
donations. 
 

MIRACLE JARS – We want to thank the Members, Regular 
Visitors and First Time Visitors of the Bluffton UMC for 
helping raise money in 2008 by donating your loose change to 
the “Miracle Jars”  in each pew for our various Mission 
Projects. In June, $162.37 was donated for  UMCOR Health 
K its. In July, $201.66 was collected for Epwor th Children’s 
Home. Our  need for  help in August, will be for CODA. 
 

RED BIRD MISSIONARY – Rev. Dan Griffin, our 
Missionary, sends us thanks for our prayers and he is on the 
way to a speedy recovery. Please continue to pray for him, 
his volunteers that drive him to appointments and the doctors 
that are helping him.  

 
 
CODA, (Citizens Opposed to Domestic Abuse) – August is 
CODA month where we ask everyone to bring items to both 
church services on Sunday, August 17th that will help the 
Shelter. New children’s clothes are needed desperately as they 
are having more needs. The economy struggles and shortage 
of money sets off people who have a short trigger anyway and 
domestic violence occurs. The Shelter is doing everything it 
can to help those in crisis. BUT, we need to help by supplying 
food, paper goods, shoes, and anything else that you use in 
your kitchen or home that you might think they will need. 
Don’ t forget AUGUST 17TH IS CODA DAY!  Please help. 
 

 
M ISSION TEAM IS LOOKING FOR MORE MEMBERS 
– Would you like to be part of our Mission Team? If so, please 
call Judy Perdue at 705-2262 or email her at 
jperdue1@sc.rr.com 
 
As always, the Mission Team appreciates everything that you 
do to help continue the various “mission”  projects of the 
Bluffton United Methodist Church.  Amen! 
 

We hope one of the above projects has touched your  hear t. 
Please wr ite your  checks to BUMC and put in the “ Memo”  
section which area you want your  check to go to. 

—Judy Perdue, Chair of Missions, 705-2262 
 jperdue1@sc.rr.com 
 
 
 
 

 

from Andy Rooney:  “ I©ve learned that… 
 

…the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly 
person.  
  

…when you©re in love, it shows. 
  

…just one person saying to me, ©You©ve made my day!© makes 
my day. 
  

…being kind is more important than being right.  
 

…you should never say no to a gift from a child.  
 

…I can always pray for someone when I don©t have the 
strength to help him in some other way.  
 

…sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to 
understand.  
 

…life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it gets to the end, 
the faster it goes.  
 

…we should be glad God doesn©t give us everything we ask 
for.  
 

…under everyone©s hard shell is someone who wants to be 
appreciated and loved.  
 

…love, not time, heals all wounds.  
 

…everyone you meet deserves to be greeted with a smile.  
 

…no one is perfect until you fall in love with them.  
 

…a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your 
looks.  
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01 – Jamie McLain 
03 – Mark Gaylord, Sara Jenkins 
04 – Alyssa Berry, Harvey Bethea, Jr. 
 Dev Cappelmann 
05 – Dudley Lowden, Lisa Ruhl 
06 – Donna Calendine, Dwight Southworth 
07 – Anthony Leavens 
08 – Erica Crane 
10 – Phillip Court, Emily McKibben 
 Jeanne VanBuskirk, Don Whitman 
12 – Allen Connell, LeeAnne Golichowski 
13 – Joy Schubert 
17 – Christina Bryant, Don Edwards 
18 – Windy Hicks, Janice Rodeffer 
19 – Robert Hoops 
20 – Sherry Lee, Bob Oberst 
21 – Edna Lowden 
24 – Kate Kreider, Susan Matthews 
25 – Dorothy Ratliff, Chris Roosa 
26 – Tracy Chapman, Annabel Court, Doris Proffitt 
27 – Chris Buck, Bob Lee 
30 – Kimberly Barry, Dave Fryman 
31 – Andrea Berry, Bailey Davis, Eric Metz 

 
 
03 – Nancy & Mark Phillips 
08 – Andrea & Dennis Hoffman 

08 – Mara & Pete Sickley 
09 – Jen & Dick Smith 
11 – Paula & Pat Kirkland 
20 – Marie & Phil Bright 
22 – Janice & Larry Rodeffer 
26 – Althea & John Hicks 
27 – Nancy & Daniel Tighe 
28 – Lou & H.R. Cavanaugh 
30 – Sandy & Dave Schwiebert 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to: Cathy & Nate Ulmer 
on the birth of their baby girl, Jorja Ann, July 
14th – 6 lbs 14 ozs, 18.5 in long. Proud BUMC 

grandparents are Cathie & Alex Ulmer. 
 
 

MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Let us remember with visits, cards, and prayers… 

Cather ine Szalay, 4921 Bluffton Parkway, 
Bluffton, 29910 

Lucille Rhoad, 106 Half Moon Trail, Pauleys Island, 
SC 29585 

Barnie &  Elouise Goodman, 10 Buckpoint Rd., Bluffton 
29910  

Abram (Abe) Hallman, Room 132, Broad Creek Care 
Center, 801 Lemon Grass Ct., HHI 29928 (Joanne Dahl’s 
father) 

Bill &  Daisy Hodge, PO Box 123, Bluffton, 29910 
Essie Sanders, 10007 Pin Point Rd, Savannah, GA 31406 
Jessie Boulware, 1 Kissimee Terr., Port Wentworth, GA 

31407 
Dwight Southwor th, 60 Oak Forest Rd., Apt. 226, Bluffton 

29910 
Mar ion Turner , Life Care Nursing Home, 120 LaMotte, 

Hilton Head, 29926 
 

 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to LEEANNE 
(STROHMANN) and ANDY 

GOLICHOWSKI on their marriage 
Saturday, July 5, 2008 

 
 

Prayer  Concerns 
 

Linda Schumacher , in Ohio, medical 
concerns. (Judy Perdue’s daughter) 

Betty Harper , medical concerns 
Kaedin Williamson, medical concerns 

(grandson of Nancy & Dave Fryman) 
Zack Patton, successful chemo & radiation treatments 

completed. Praise God! – Thank you for all your 
prayers & support. (nephew of Sara & BJ Jenkins) 

Cindy Thompson, Non-Hodgkins lymphoma. (Michele 
Johnson’s friend) 

Alber t Higley, diagnosed with colon cancer. (Husband of 
Lourri Norris© friend, Beverly Higley) 

Francis Brannen, medical concerns (Bob Brannen’s father) 
Barbara Simo, medical concerns (friend of Jay George) 
Anne Mathews, medical concerns (Mother of Jeff Mathews) 
Tavia M ichelle Johnson, medical concerns 
L illian Glaze, medical concerns (Mother of Jane Gurganus) 
Amy Smith, undergoing chemo treatments. Thank you so 

much for your prayers and support! (daughter-in-law of 
Jen & Dick Smith) 

Beth Boulware Seaverns, diagnosed with breast cancer 
(Jessie Boulware’s daughter-in-law) 

Sherr ie Taylor , medical concerns 
Kathy K itchens, medical concerns (Mary McCollum’s 

daughter) 
Billy Hodge, medical concerns 
Alexis Whalen, (college friend of Katie Gaylord) battling 

kidney cancer – she and her husband have a 3 year old 
son and an infant daughter – their family desperately 
needs prayers 

Gail Ledbetter , brain scan was clear – pray for medical 
concerns (Sarah Atkins only Aunt) 

Terry Coon, medical concerns 
Jodi DenBleyker , had surgery for a displaced, 

fractured larynx and a bruised voice box caused by a 
softball hitting her in the throat (Bette Kalmbach’s 
daughter) 

Ray Ackerman, medical concerns – now at home: 5915 N. 
Okatie Highway, Lot 62, Ridgeland, SC 29936 

Kay Battaglia, carotid artery surgery pending 
Jeff &  Ryan Davis, pray for guidance 

(Melanie Davis’  sons) 
Vera Jones, had gallbladder surgery on 7/29 (Elizabeth 

Duncan’s daughter) 

 
 

Chr istian sympathy and prayers of the 
pastor and congregation are extended to 
Mary McCollum & family on the death of 
her brother, Ernest Morel, July 26, 2008. 
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