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| am writing this on Tuesday, January 6, the Day of the Epiphany, when we
remember the Wise Men, and we marvel to remember that God came into the
y — — = world, Incarnate, for all people. My family and | dismantled our tree earlier
oﬂ(ﬂ{ this evening, and rolled all the outdoor lights into neat rolls for next
a/] year. Officially, the Day of Epiphany is the end of Christmas. Traditionally,
Christmas celebrations did not begin until Christmas Day, and ran for 12 days
thereafter, until the Epiphany, and those 12 days gave birth to the song, "The
Twelve Days of Christmas." Over the years, each of the gifts has been
associated with a particular part of the gospel story, starting with Jesus symbolized as the
singular partridge in the pear tree. Here is a Christian interpretation of the song. Save it for
next year!

However, if you are curious, PNC calculates the cost of the 12 days every year. For Christmas
of 2025, one set of the gifts will be $51,476.12. If you were to purchase all the gifts for every
day, it would be $218,542.98. That's a lot of love. (lIt's a lot of birds too - 184 to be exact!) To
me, the cost of the 12 days is fun to think about, but it pales in comparison to the cost of
Christmas. Think about it, God packed his divinity into the limits of a human body, consider the
sacrifice!

Bonhoeffer insisted that our response to God's sacrificial love should not be cheap or
halfhearted. If we are to follow Christ, we must follow with our whole hearts, minds, habits,
values, priorities and agendas. In the words of the ‘hokie pokie’, you have to put your whole
self in!

Some of you have mentioned watching "The First Christmas,"” hosted by Kevin Costner, and
asked my opinion. First, | have to say that 99% of the time, | find that the book is better than
the movie no matter what book or movie. Movies or programs can seldom capture or
communicate the intricacies of human thought or emotion. There is
simply no time to tell the backstory. Characters are not as

developed. That being said, "The First Christmas" is nice. | do not think
it is 100% accurate, but | really was not watching it for accuracy. | knew
that the directors and screenwriters would have to take some liberties

to flesh out the story. | was pleased that they showed Mary and Joseph
traveling with a group. My favorite scene was when Simeon beheld the
infant Jesus in the Temple. | have always loved how Simeon recognizes
Jesus, and knows that his whole life is complete. All in all, it was
interesting and fun, but | like the book (aka the Bible) better!

Faithfully,
Pastor Scarlett
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dpcoming Events

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

The BMW will be hosting a Souper Bowl Sunday Luncheon on February 8" after

the second service. Menu will be vegetable soup and chicken noodle soup, also
Hot Dogs, chips and desserts. A donation (monetary or can soup) will be collected
for the soup kitchen.

BMW’s Fellowship Meeting
Saturday, March 21st, 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall

ALL women of the church and their friends are welcome!
More information can be found on Page 6.

Mark Your Calendars!

Pancake Supper—Tuesday, February 17th, 5:30-7:30 PM.

Ash Wednesday Service—February 18th, 6:30 PM at Church of the Palms UMC.
Palm Sunday—Sunday, March 29th, 8:30 & 11:00 AM, Lenten Experience and kids
egg hunt, 4:00 PM.

Maundy Thursday—April 2nd 6:00 PM Worship in the Sanctuary.

Good Friday—April 3rd, 12-1:00 PM. Quiet reflection in the Sanctuary.

Easter Sunday—April 5th, 8:30 & 11:00 AM. Glorious Easter Worship.

More information can be found on Page 11.




Bluffton Methodist Women
Reading Program

Ladies, welcome to a new year of exploring our library (in classroom 1) and enjoying reading. We
have 6 new books for 2026 along with the complete set of the Left Behind series. There are other
books back to those acquired in 2022. Please sign the card when you borrow a book and put the
card in the file box. When you return the card, please scratch through your name and put the
card back in the book.

By November, 2026, you need to let me ( Sally Mattingly ) know if you have
read 6 or more of our books and what they were. At our annual Christmas
fellowship (including ALL women of our church), you will be acknowledged
and will receive a little "happy".

THE NEW, YORK TAMES Brsrsouee

. - One of the new books is The Book Woman's Daughter by Kim Michele

/S # Richardson. You may have read her book , The Book Woman of

Yoo &)YV KR Troublesome Creek. This book is about her daughter, Honey Lovett, who has
%UG HTER always known that the old ways can make a hard life harder. She has to fight

“awesssmanil for her place, and, along the way, learn that the extraordinary women who run

Esmaessoimsams the hills and hollers can make all the difference in the world.
RIGHARDSON

MESERESEE HAPPY READING!!

Sally Mattingly

Nurture & Discipleship

Philippians 3:13-14 (ESV) “Brothers, | do not
consider that | have made it my own. But one thing
I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead.”14 “| press on toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.”

. One of the things we think about on January 1 is our new years
. resolutions. We usually break those within the first 2 weeks of the year.
And this leads to the regrets of the mistakes and the tasks not completed.
This scripture tells us to forget what is behind us. The past is the past
and let it go. Think about what we can do in the year ahead. In our
| spiritual future, let our goal focus on our relationship with God and our

' eternal life. We all know He is such a loving and forgiving God. He loves
| us and forgives us always. In reading his word and accepting Jesus
“A Christ as our Savior, it will bring us into a closer relationship. And this will
lead to that upward call meaning it’s a divine invitation to a life with God in Heaven for all eternity.
That’s a resolution we should have every year with no regret. Love him as he loves us.

Blessings to all,

Debbie Kaulig
Chair of Nurture & Discipleship



GRIEF
SHARE

A new GriefShare class begins every Wednesday, January 15, 1:30 - 3:30 PM,

for 13 weeks. It is a Christ-based program. Each class focuses on identifying the different
aspects of grief and how to cope with them. Learn strategies, suggestions and awareness of
triggers that occurred. The best part of GriefShare is meeting people who are dealing with the
same issues. Friendships develop as the weeks go by.

The class meets in Conference Room 1 and is led by trained Stephen Ministers and past
participants. Contact the church office or Mary Ellen Parks for more information. You do not need
to register, just show up. We look forward to meeting you and supporting you on your grief
journey.

Mary Ellen Parks, Stephen Leader
(843)368-1852
maryellen.parks22@agmail.com

Missions Team

Happy New Year from The Missions team! We would like to announce a change in oversight.
Mark Thomas and Cheri O’'Rourke will be the 2026 Co-Chairs, along with Gary Taylor as
Advisor.

We want to thank our Project Team Leads for their investment of time and participation and we
encourage anyone who would be interested in joining or would like more information to contact
Mark Thomas 607-206-8862 or Cheri O’'Rourke 302-545-7133. Upcoming meeting dates to be

determined shortly.

Soup Kitchen Epworth Trip
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Bluffton United Methodist Church
Bluffton Methodist Women

BLUFFTONS OF AMERICA PROGRAM DESCRIPTION:

Do you know there are other Bluffton's in the world? Michael Reynolds has spent over 20 years
finding them, researching them and even visiting all the historic sites where they are or once
were. He has identified 21 Blufftons in the United States and one in Alberta Canada. There are
just a few still existing today as many only existed briefly in the 1800s. This is a very interesting
and humorous presentation and tells the tales of others, who like us, called Bluffton home.

Michael is the Bluffton Historian and can trace his father's family in Beaufort
County back to 1692, over 330 years ago, and his mother's family were part
of the Swiss Huguenots who settled Purrysurg (modern day Hardeeville) in
1732. Michael was born and raised here and is truly as local as anyone you
can find in our Bluffton today. He is also the founder of the Bluffton History
Facebook page that has for nearly two decades been recording and sharing
old Bluffton tales, photographs, newspaper articles and maps that show and
tell how life was way back when. He also does recorded oral history
interviews with some of Bluffton's most senior citizens to preserve their
memories forever.

The BMW Circles Meeting Times and Dates

Ruth—4™ Monday at 10 AM in Conference Room 2. Leader: Harriett Edwards
Hanna Ulmer—4" Monday at 6:30 PM in Conference Room 1. Leader: Sarah Snow
Esther—4" Tuesday at 9:45 AM in Fellowship Hall. Leader: Debbie Kaulig

The Anna circle members will be joining one of the other circles. Thank you Paula Johnson, for
all the dedication you gave to this circle. We will truly miss your leadership.

Upcoming events:

= January 11, 2026—Second Sunday Fellowship between services. Esther Circle will be in
charge. Please bring something to share.

= February 8, 2026—Souper Bowl Sunday after the 11:00 service. Menu will be vegetable
soup and chicken noodle soup, also Hot Dogs, chips and desserts. A donation (monetary or
can soup) will be collected for the Soup Kitchen.

= March 8, 2026—Second Sunday Fellowship between services

= March 21, 2026—BMW Fellowship meeting. All women of the church and their friends
are invited to attend. The meeting starts at 10:00 AM in Fellowship Hall with a guest
Speaker Michael Reynolds at 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary.

Working on a new event for April. Looking at doing a Tea Party. More to come. Anyone who
might be interested in assisting with this event please contact Nancy Humes
Nancyhumes22@gmail.com or Donna Koslowski mrsmrk@yahoo.com.
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Whoever thought that selling pecans could be such a
rewarding experience, but in fact it is. Not only are we
united in Christ as individuals, but selling pecans also
gives us a chance to connect with our local community
and share what our church is doing with our neighbors.

Through our presence at the weekly Farmers Market, we
have been able to reach out and spread the word of who
we are to locals and visitors alike. Isn’t this how we help fulfill Jesus’ command to go into the
world, spread the Word and to make disciples of Jesus Christ?

A man who had suffered a stroke approached us at our Farmers Market booth and gave his
testimonial. He was told he'd need a wheelchair for the rest of his life. He prayed to the Lord
for help. He began making and giving away beaded keychains with a cross, refusing any
payment and considering them gifts from God. After distributing over ten thousand
keychains, he regained use of his paralyzed side and continues sharing his creations,
highlighting the impact of prayer and perseverance, though not everyone may have had the
same experience; this was his.

Our pecan sale supports Jesus’ command to serve those in need by donating all profits to
local charities, helping provide essentials like food and housing. It also fosters partnerships
with community charities and offers opportunities to share Christ’s love.

Thank you all for your support of our pecan campaign.

Al Litster
President BUMM'’s



Did you know that the first Methodist Church building on our
current Calhoun Street property, was dedicated on July 7™,
1904, and destroyed by a hurricane on August 11", 19407

2 Bluffton Then and Now e X
Paul Tollefson - 2h - Q

Bluffton Methodist Curchon Calhoun. 1955 1 hat church was torn down and replaced by another white structure
W0 in 1945 (shown here in 1955) using boards from the old church and
WOV new lumber from the Ulmer sawmill. The Ulmer family are still
members of our church.

In 1973 that church was replaced by a brick structure which is our
sanctuary today, minus the wings and music suite which were added
in 2015. Until recently we had no information about the building of the
brick church, but thanks to Michael Reynolds a local historian and
moderator of “Bluffton History” on Facebook we have a picture of our
church being built in 1973 (completed in 1974).

We have much more information, including the building of the Education Wing in 1962, which
actually preceded the construction of the new church, the expansion of our church to the current
configuration in 2015, the building of our current parsonage and the previous parsonage, now called
the Annex, which we will share in subsequent articles.

We also have a narrated slide presentation of our church history which is available to any
committee requesting it.

We welcome any stories or information you have about our church.
“Since God acts in human history, historical records are of great significance. They become
salvation history because they contain the story of God’s action to save sinful human beings.”

Al Lister, Church Historian
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Greetings Friends!

Whilst listening to the sermons since July, and in the process of planning service music, the
hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” was a weekly suggestion no less than seven times. “Surely, that
has to mean something...” I'd think to myself. Because of the frequent hymn suggestion, | began to
wonder how frequent faithfulness (or faith) appeared in the bible. After several searches of the bibles
on my personal bookshelf, I've learned the exact number of times “faithfulness” appears in the bible
varies by translation, but it’s in the dozens; for instance, the NIV uses “faithfulness” 59 times and
“faithful” 83 times, while the KJV has around 82 “faithful/faithfulness” occurrences (plus “faith”). For
me, as | wade through some personal and professional struggles, | have seen God more faithful than
| have seen Him not faithful. And | know that God’s faithfulness in the past gives me assurance of his
faithfulness today. Even though | may not be able to see where He is going — | have His faithfulness
of the past so that | may step out in the present and know that He will be faithful today.

Now, you’re probably wondering — how does this apply to music? Well, here is a brief history
of the hymn, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

Few hymns have captured the steady, enduring faithfulness of God like Great Is Thy
Faithfulness. Yet, unlike many hymns inspired by dramatic conversion experiences or specific
events, this hymn was born out of ordinary, everyday life. Its quiet story reflects the very theme it
proclaims: that God’s mercies are new every morning, even in the most routine seasons.

The hymn was written in 1923 by Thomas O. Chisholm, a Kentucky schoolteacher, poet, and
later a Methodist minister. Chisholm lived a life marked by health struggles and financial insecurity,
yet he testified that God’s faithfulness carried him through. In a letter later in life, he explained, “I
must not fail to record the unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God, for which | am filled with
overwhelming gratitude.” His words were not inspired by any one moment of crisis or miracle, but by
years of watching God’s steady presence in the midst of the ordinary.

After writing the poem, Chisholm sent it to his friend William M. Runyan, a musician serving
with the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. Runyan was so moved by the text that he prayed it might
‘have wide use,” and composed the now-familiar tune. The hymn was first published in 1924 in
Songs of Salvation and Service.

The hymn gained national attention through the ministry of Dr. William Henry Houghton, president of
Moody Bible Institute. Later, the popular evangelist George Beverly Shea sang it at Billy Graham
Crusades around the world, introducing it to millions. Its message resonated deeply: God’s
faithfulness does not depend on our feelings or circumstances; it is rooted in His character.

The hymn’s refrain echoes Lamentations 3:22-23, where the prophet affirms, “Great is thy
faithfulness.” The verses celebrate God’s mercy, strength, peace, and presence “morning by
morning.” It reminds believers that even when life feels uncertain, God remains steady. More than a
century later, churches still sing Great Is Thy Faithfulness with joy. It continues to comfort,
encourage, and inspire. In ordinary days and extraordinary moments, the hymn whispers the same
truth: God is faithful, and His mercies are new every morning.

So, friends, as we enter a new year, the message of Great Is Thy Faithfulness invites us to
respond. God’s faithfulness is not only a comfort to receive, but a truth to lean upon with courage.
What would it look like to trust His grace more fully in the ordinary days ahead? To begin each
morning believing His mercies are already waiting for us? Even when the path is unclear or the
needs are great, we are called to rest in His promise. May this year find us living with deeper
confidence, grateful hearts, and unwavering trust in the God who is always faithful.

Blessings,
Josh Wall



W esley Ringers Needed!

Are you interested in becoming a bell ringer?
. The Wesley Ringers practice Monday mornings from 11 AM -
\ 12 PM and play at both services on the third Sunday of the
month September through May. Please contact

Nancy Osgood at njcosgood@gmail.com if you would like to
join this ministry.

Josh Wall Michael Cole Nancy Osgood
Director of Music Ministry Organist Director of Wesley Ringers
MusicMinistry@BlufftonUMC.org organist@blufftonumc.org njcosgood@gmail.com
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CHRISTTAN EDUCATION

aﬂlll%'liniStl"ieS

Happy New Year! Our ministry is growing and we are excited for what
2026 has in store!

J.0.Y. (Just Older Youth) Journeys — plans in the works for more
adventures in 2026!

Adult Sunday School — both classes are growing and continue to do
book studies — although traditionally these groups have been Men’s and
Women'’s classes, if you are interested in a study one class is doing — feel
free to join — there are NO RULES!

Small Groups and Bible Studies

Five

January 18, 25, February 1, 8, 15 Marks
Books - $15 covers both books needed for this study of a
Email Sally LeSage to sign up: blufftonumc.education@gmail.com Methodist
Five clear practices for anyone who identifies as a Christian. Five marks N ¥

The Fruit of

confirm our identity as genuine and fruitful followers of Christ: a Living Faith

1. A Methodist Loves God

2. A Methodist Rejoices in God
3. A Methodist Gives Thanks

4. A Methodist Prays Constantly
5. A Methodist Loves Others

This study provides a meditation on each of these characteristics. As United Methodists, these
five marks will grant a greater knowledge and appreciation for why and how we follow Jesus.

MINISTRY |

—— -FuN
FMTH-FELLOWSH'P A

Bluffton Youth Fellowship (BYF) continues to meet on Sunday afternoons from 5-6 pm. In
2026, we will meet twice a month. All youth from 6" through 12" grades are invited to come
for fellowship, fun and growing closer to God through discussions, service and games!

Confirmation — this spring we will begin a new confirmation group — youth from 6" grade up
who have not been confirmed are invited to participate. Details to follow.

10
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Kids’ Church — every Sunday except Communion
Sundays, children ages Kindergarten through 3" grade are
invited to leave after the children’s message at the 8:30 AM
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY service with the Kids’ Church leader. (Mature PreK children
may attend Kids’ Church instead of nursery at parents’
discretion.) We have a dedicated team of leaders and fun
curriculum lined up for this spring.

Kids’ Praise Choir (KPC) — Each Sunday from 4 — 4:45 (ish) children Kindergarten through 5™
grade are invited to come learn and sing with us! Our theme for 2025-26 is Worship and kids will
be learning about all the parts of a worship service and the liturgical year. Kids will sing in
worship 2 times during the spring.

Our Nursery Staff, Millie and Harriet, welcome children 6 weeks up to 5 years old each week at
both services. They care for and play with the children and share the love of Christ with each
and every one.

Tuesday, February 17 — Pancake Supper — join us for \4
pancakes, games and fellowship from 5:30 — 7:30 in the
Fellowship Hall as we kick off the Lenten Season at A

BUMC. = UPCOMING

|

9.
E__
Wednesday, February 18 — Ash Wednesday — we will — EVENTS %
have a combined service at Church of the Palms for g
worship and the imposition of ashes at 6:30 PM :

Tuesday, March 3, 6 PM — all are invited for a free Safe Sanctuaries training — anyone who
works with children, youth or vulnerable adults is expected to attend. (This includes volunteers
for VBS, Kids’ Church, Children’s messages, Kids Praise Choir, Youth Fellowship, Adult
Sunday School, Safety Team and others.)

Sunday, March 28 — Palm Sunday - Children’s Parade of Palms during worship at 8:30 and
11 AM. Lenten Experience and Kids Egg Hunt 4 PM — Explore Christ’s last days through
sensory stations followed by Children’s Egg Hunt.

Maundy Thursday Worship 6 PM BUMC Sanctuary

Good Friday — quiet reflection in the Sanctuary— 12 - 1 PM

Sunday, April 5 — GLORIOUS EASTER WORSHIP 8:30 and 11 AM!

11



BUMC Treasurer’s Report
As of December 31, 2025
Budget Target is 52 of 52 Sundays or 100%

Worship Offerings:

Plate

Online

Total Worship Offerings
Other Revenue:

Unrestricted Memorial Donation
Altar Flowers, Facility Rental, Interest, Etc.
M&E Income (books, events)
UMC Grant

Roof/HVAC Donations
Stock Income
Annex Fire Donations

Total Other Revenue
Total Revenue

EXPENSE

Pastoral

Worship

Ministry & Education
Missions

UMC Apportionments
Administration & Finance
Property

Total Expense

Surplus YTD

Notes:
Annex Fire Insurance Payment
*Annual Property Insurance paid in full

Visit Blufftonumc.org to establish your recurring online giving at the

"select page prompt/donate!"
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YTD
Income/ Annual
Expense Budget
411,867 -
206,202 -
618,069 603,200
9,979
2,840
21,855
10,385
5,000
50,059 -
668,128 603,200
170,947 173,402
98,791 106,839
63,026 62,500
23,424 27,500
59,598 59,598
82,251 93,321
86,671 77,040
584,708 600,200
83,420 3,000
292,269

Percent of
Budget

102.5%

110.8%

98.6%
92.5%
100.8%
85.2%
100.0%
88.1%
112.5%
97.4%



BLUFFTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P. 0. Box 368
BLUFFTON, SC 29910

January-March 2026

TO BE ADDED TO OUR EMAIL LIST,
PLEASE CALL: 843.757.3351 OR EMAIL
THE CHURCH AT: blufftonumc@gmail.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM — Online and In-Person

Pastor Scarlett’'s Email: pastor@blufftonumc.org
Director of Music Ministry — Josh Wall—Email: musicministry@blufftonumc.org
Director of Christian Education — Sally LeSage — Email: blufftonumc.education@gmail.com
Organist — Michael Cole—Email: organist@blufftonumc.org
Church Office — Laurie Palmer—Email: blufftonumc@gmail.com
Financial Secretary—Joann Garner—Email: financeatbumc@gmail.com
Website: http://www.blufftonumc.org
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