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My goodness, it is definitely summertime! | am so glad we are
embracing our summer wardrobes on Sundays with Hawaiian shirts
and bright outfits. How did we ever manage with coats, ties, and
stockings before the luxury of air conditioning? Please stay safe in
this heat; remember to drink sufficient water—reflecting on Christ as
our Living Water—and do what you can to remain cool.

The intensity of the season reminds me that it is often too hot to hold onto things that no longer
serve us. Just as we shed heavy layers, summer is an appropriate time to release grudges,
outgrown plans, or lingering regrets. During the first service on Sunday, July 5th, | found myself
repeatedly saying "Barabas" instead of "Barnabas." In the days since, | have had to let go of
that embarrassment and embrace forgiveness. | wonder what else we might need to let go of
this season? | encourage you to consider what you may be holding onto unnecessarily.

Earlier this month, we also shared the profound joy of Dylan Kintz’s baptism.
To see him rise from the water was to witness the joy of Christ on earth, and
| am deeply thankful that we are now a permanent part of his faith journey.
As a church, we have promised to love, support, and nurture him while
providing a living example of Christian life. | invite you to pray on how you
can best encourage Dylan, and all of our children and youth, as they grow in
grace.

Faithfully,
Pastor Scarlett



Upcoming Events

UMCOR ERT Training
Saturday, August 8, 2026
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Training is open to the entire community

$30 per person includes: training day lunch, credentials,
background check, manual, and fraining

Hosted by Bluffton UMC
101 Calhoun St., Bluffton 29910  (843) 757-3351

« To reglster: umcsc.org/ertregistration/
(Walterboro District, St Andrew By-The-Sea; If no Special Resources: other->naone of the abave)

« To complete your no-fee background check: tinyurl.com/umcorw
» Contact: Kemy at Kerry@lovetheocean.com or Brenda at patsmom02@gmail.com

ERT Training
¢ Begins with an 6 hour class led by an UMCOR certified trainer

e  Minimum age: 18, background check will be performed

Interested in becoming part of an Early Response Team?
Contact Kerry at t Kerry@lovetheocean.com or Brenda at patsmom02@gmail.com

Mark Your Calendars!
Sunday, October 25, 2026 Harvest Festival 4 — 6 PM
Mark your calendars for this fun festival, games, food, crafts

and back by popular demand, we will elect a Harvest Queen
and King!

December 15, 2026 6:30 PM Live Nativity —
Save the Date!




Bluffton Methodist Women
Reading Program

SUMMER READING from our BMC LIBRARY

Ladies-- AND men of BMC, DO check out the library in classroom 1. There are many books
which might be to your liking including some for children. You could read those with your own
children or visiting grands on these hot summer days.

One of this year's books is LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR by Chris Singleton (his
mother was killed at Mother Emmanuel in Charleston; also, he is a former
professional baseball player). This book encourages both kids and adults to
love, love, love everyone----those we know and those we don't; those who
are different and those who think differently; even those far away.

EVERYONE deserves love!!

Sally Mattingly

Nurture & Discipleship

Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV)

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness.”

The love of the Lord never ceases. What a great thing to remember
always. But when we have a personal tragedy, it is hard to look for
and chose hope over despair. Something that can be contributed like
Jeremiah during the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem, he shifts
from grief to absolute trust. He recognized that things could be entirely destroyed, but God’s
grace prevents complete ruin. We need to feel that in our hearts when we feel devasted, that
God will bring us through anything if we just put our trust and faith in him.

Each day begins with a sunrise that offers us a fresh start, untainted by the mistakes, failures, or
sorrows of the previous day. It is also like if you have a big decision to make, they say to sleep on
it and usually in the morning things are clearer. God’s mercies do not run out and he never
grows tried of showing us his love.

“Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is thy faithfulness, morning by morning thy greatness | see.”
This is the beginning of the hymn we all know and love. And it sure fits this scripture.
Blessings to all,

Debbie Kaulig
Chair of Nurture & Discipleship



MISSIONS

Updates from the Missions team meeting June 16, 2026:

School Uniforms for Hardeeville Elementary - For the month of July, as part of our annual
mission, Nancy Humes will be collecting donations for school uniforms. Monetary donations are
preferred, as we can purchase uniforms at wholesale prices. They will be delivered early
August.

Planning will begin for our Fall Church Fair - Kiazan Moneypenny will chair and coordinate the
planning for our fall church fair. There will be informational booths set up and snacks at the fair.
A subcommittee has been formed and will meet on July 28, 2026 a 1:00 PM in
Conference Room 2 to help with details and set-up.

Walk for Water - Lynn Newsom will be the chair and coordinator for the Missions Walk for
Water scheduled for Oct.3. Anyone interested in volunteering or helping with sponsors, please
contact Lynn Newsom.

Thank you, Cheri O'Rourke

( y Our group of quilters, sewers, knitters, crocheters, and crafters was

T » Y very busy this spring. Mayfest was a huge success with over 30
(S@Ct) / ]t" types of items for sale. From our profit of almost $1800, we kept

some for supplies and gave Women'’s Fellowship $1500 for Mission

, gy ) projects. In addition, we made pillowcases, pencil holders for the
Ny =7 choir, caps for babies at Hilton Head Hospital, gave quilts to
graduates and others and much more.

Starting in August, we hope to begin meeting weekly on Thursdays at 9 am. Each week will
have a focus, in addition to our projects-in-progress. There will be sewing on machines, sewing
by hand, cutting, ironing, crafting, finishing, and much more. Really, something for everyone.
You don’t have to commit to coming every week — just come when you can! We are hoping to
work on holiday projects for veterans and pillowcases, as well as creating banners for the
church. We will also work on projects for sale at the Fall Festival to raise money for the missions
supported by Women’s Fellowship.

We hope you can join us making hand-crafted items this fall. AMEN (May it be So!)

Diane Ciba



Bluffton Methodist Women

Second Sunday Fellowship will start again on September 13, 2026, after each service.
Esther/ Hanna Ulmer will host.

Hardeeville School Uniform donations will continue throughout July and be blessed before
delivery. Please see the bulletin for details.

The Fall Rummage Sale will be held in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, October 15, from 10 AM to
4 PM, in conjunction with the Farmer’s Market, and on Saturday, October 17, from 10 AM to 4
PM. We will begin accepting your treasures on Sunday, October 11, and during the week from
10 AM to 2 PM.

Continue to visit our Library in Conference Room 1. There are wonderful books to read and if
you read 6 or more books by October, you will be recognized at our December Fellowship
meeting.

Future events include:

¢ Our Fellowship meetings in October and December (dates to be announced)
+ Souper Bowl Sunday February 14, 2027
¢ Ourfirst Spring Tea April17, 2027.

The BMW Circles Meeting Times and Dates
Starting back up in September:

Ruth Anna—4" Monday at 10 AM in Conference Room 2. Leader: Harriet Edwards
Hanna Ulmer—4" Monday at 6:30 PM in Conference Room 1. Leader: Sarah Snow
Esther—4™ Tuesday at 9:45 AM in Fellowship Hall. Leader: Debbie Kaulig
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The BUMMSs disbursed checks for $500 to two deserving high school graduates who are going on
to institutes of higher learning. They are Zach Hester and Cora Boyle. We wish them God’s
Speed on their Journey.

On May 9, we were once again at our Mayfest/Village Festival booth in front of the church
education wing. This year we changed things up a bit by just offering hot dogs, chili dogs,
hamburgers, cheeseburgers and drinks and eliminating fried foods as the use of the frier had
become difficult and hazardous. However, the new menu worked great and with the hard work
and generosity of the BUMMs and church members, we had more donations than any previous
year, helping us to add two new charities to our list.

On May 10 Mother’s Day, the BUMMs handed out flowers to the women of our church and
provided the food and served after each service for Mother’s Day Second Sunday fellowship.

On Father’s Day, June21 the BUMMs and men of the church conducted both services with Bible
readings, prayers, and choral support in the choir loft. Mark Thomas gave the sermon and put
together the order of service. Hats off to Mark.

The BUMMSs will not meet in July or August, but will meet again on September 12 and then on the
first Saturday of the month for the remainder of the year except for November when we will meet
on November14, due to a wedding reception on that day. We will again be providing breakfast
followed by our business meetings.

Al Litster
President, BUMMSs

Russ Rymer would like to recommend “Soul on Fire,” an inspirational
true story currently on Netflix. This 2-hour movie is worth watching!




HISTORY CORNER

Footsteps in Faith
175" Anniversary Task Force

Our church has formed a Task Force to celebrate the history of the Methodist Church in Bluffton.
In 2028, a year-long celebration will focus on people of faith and how they lived out their call to
discipleship. In the next year, we hope to identify stories and to make plans for events and
activities that will honor ‘Blufftonians’ of the past. Committees and groups in the church are
identifying people, projects, and stories to create a calendar highlighting their journeys of faith.

Do you know someone whose story could be told? Do you have a story about Bluffton’s faith
history? Do you have photos, videos, audio recordings or other items that you would like to
share? Do you have ideas, questions, or just want to talk about history? Contact Diane Ciba
(dianeciba@gmail.com) or any member of the History Committee.

Diane Ciba

The History Committee will take a short summer break and will not meet in July or August. We
look forward to gathering again on September 15 at 2:00 p.m. in CR#1.

Our work to preserve and digitize the church’s history continues, and we are excited about the
possibilities the New Annex will bring when it is complete. Having one dedicated space will help
us do even more and will allow our records and documents to be kept together, rather than
stored in individual homes or separate storage areas.

We are pleased to share that we recently digitized Guest Logbooks with entries as early as 1949.
And here is a fun connection to the present: we still have a visitor logbook in the narthex today!

Do you have a story, memory, photo, or piece of information about our church? We would love to
hear from you.

“Since God acts in human history, historical records are of great significance. They become sal-
vation history because they contain the story of God’s action to save sinful human beings.”
UMC Church Membership Records Manual.

Committee members: Al & Dian Litster, Barbara McCann, Sarah Snow, Frieda Ellis,
Gary Taylor and Mark Thomas

Historians: Al & Dian Litster tallowal@sc.rr.com 843-705-6221
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Our One Foundation

There are some hymns that become part of who we are. We may not think about every word as
we sing them, but over the years they quietly shape our faith. One of those hymns for me is The
Church’s One Foundation. Its opening line has always been a beautiful reminder: “The Church’s
one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord...”

What a comforting truth.

Summer has a way of changing our routines. School is out. Families travel. Choirs enjoy a well-
earned break. Some Sundays the sanctuary feels wonderfully full, while on others we notice
familiar faces missing as people spend time with loved ones or explore new places. Yet through
every changing season, our foundation remains unchanged. Christ continues to gather His
people, just as He always has. The hymn reminds us that the Church is not built on a building, a
schedule, or even our traditions — valuable as those things may be. Instead, it is built upon the
One who called us into being. That truth gives us confidence as we step into every new season
together.

The Apostle Paul offers a similar picture when he describes the Church as one body with many
members. Every person has a role. Some teach, some sing, some pray, some quietly serve
behind the scenes. Some welcome visitors with a warm smile, while others faithfully prepare
meals, arrange flowers, count offerings, care for children, or simply show up each week ready to
worship. Every gift matters because every member belongs to the same body.

One verse of The Church’s One Foundation describes the Church as being, “...elect from every
nation, yet one o’er all the earth.” Those words remind us that unity has never meant sameness.
God’s family has always been wonderfully diverse, filled with different personalities, generations,
experiences, and gifts. What holds us together has never been our preferences — it has always
been our shared faith in Jesus Christ.

As our congregation looks toward new opportunities together, | find myself grateful for the many
ways God has blessed BUMC. Each person who walks through our doors adds something
unique to the life of this church. When those gifts are offered in service to Christ, they become
something far greater than any one of us could accomplish alone.

The coming months will undoubtedly bring changes, but change is nothing new for God’s
people. Throughout scripture, God continually called His people into new seasons while
reminding them that His presence would never leave them. Our confidence has never rested in
our plans. It rests in the One who is, and always will be, our foundation. Perhaps this season is a
good time to reflect on how each of us can strengthen the body of Christ. Introduce yourself to
someone you do not know. Sit beside someone new in worship. Offer your gifts in a ministry that
needs another pair of hands. Join the choir when they start back in August (...August 5"
specifically at 7pm in the Music Suite). Pray faithfully for your church family. Small acts of
faithfulness often become the stones God uses to build something lasting.

The final verses of The Church’s One Foundation look beyond today’s challenges with hope,
reminding us that Christ is continually sustaining His Church. That same promise remains true
today. Seasons will change. Ministries will grow. Traditions may evolve. But the Church’s one
foundation has never changed — and never will.



May we continue to build our lives upon that sure foundation, trusting that as we remain
centered on Christ, He will continue to lead us faithfully into whatever comes next.

Grace and peace,
Josh

As the choir continues to take their well-earned break, 1'd like to send a special
THANK YOU to everyone that has offered special music so far!
We are looking forward to the upcoming specials.

Also, the choir will return to Wednesday rehearsals on Wednesday, August 5 at 7pm in the
Music Suite with their first Sunday back in the loft on Sunday, August 16",
Consider joining us! You do not need to read music — just bring yourself and your
willingness to learn and make a joyful noise with others!

Please contact Josh Wall with your questions!

Josh Wall Nancy Osgood
Director of Music Ministry Director of Wesley Ringers
MusicMinistry@BlufftonUMC.org njcosgood@gmail.com
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

adulministries

Looking for ideas for a fun day trip for our Just Older Youth (J.0.Y.
Journeys) Send your ideas to blufftonumc.education@gmail.com

Adult Sunday School — For Seekers class information Contact Sharral Ruth —
ruthsharral@gmail.com for more information. For Connections class information,
contact Jerry LeSage — jlesage50@att.net

Disciple Bible Study — All four of our Disciple Classes received recognition and certificates in
June. Fall of 2026 we will begin another Disciple | Group — interested in starting this journey
through the Bible? You will learn so much and develop lifetime relationships with other class
members. Email blufftonumc.education@gmail.com!

Bluffton Youth Fellowship (BYF) is on hiatus for the summer — but will start back in
September. Watch the bulletin for details! All youth from 6™ through 12™ grades are invited to
join us for fellowship, fun and growing closer to God through discussions, service and games!
Confirmation — Plans to start a new confirmation group are underway — please contact Sally
LeSage if you have a youth 6" grade and above who is ready to participate.
Blufftonumc.education@gmail.com

Kids’ Church — every Sunday except Communion Sundays,
children ages Kindergarten through 3™ grade are invited to leave
after the children’s message at the 8:30 AM service with the
Kids’ Church leader. (Mature PreK children may attend Kids’ CHILOREN &’MINISTRY
Church instead of nursery at parents’ discretion.) We have a [
dedicated team of leaders and fun curriculum ongoing through
the summer.

Kids Praise Choir (KPC) — Each Sunday from 4 — 4:45 (ish) children Kindergarten through 5"
grade are invited to come learn and sing with us! We are on hiatus for the summer, and will
begin in September. Plan now for Sunday afternoons of fun for kids!

Our Nursery Staff, Millie and Harriet, welcome children 6 weeks up to 5 years old each week at

both services. They care for and play with the children and share the love of Christ with each
and every one.
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F UPCOMING |

— EVENT

Vacation Bible School

i July 13-17, 5:30 -8 PM
Chl'istmas
mJ ULY

° ONE SERVICE. ONE FAMILY. ONE MISSION. °

/:N MIRACLE JAR COLLECTION FOR LIVE NATIVITY Af
10:00 am —

« AUGUST 30 »
—— BLUFFTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH —

August 30, 2026 something new and exciting for our congregation!
Mark your calendars NOW!
Find yourself wondering who attends the “other” service? Or meet someone in a Bible
Study group you’ve never met? We are planning TOGETHER SUNDAY so we can all
worship together and share a potluck lunch afterwards.

The Miracle Jar collection for this day ONLY will go towards our Live Nativity!
This important community outreach event requires $$ for animals, refreshments, publicity
and other essentials.

Josh Wall will be visiting Sunday School classes late in July to share more details. Church
will provide the main course for the lunch, and we will ask folks with last names starting
A-L to bring sides, M-Z to bring desserts.

More details will be shared as we get closer to the date, but plan ahead to attend one
worship TOGETHER at 10 AM on August 30!
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BUMC Treasurer’s Report

As of June 30, 2026

Budget Target is 26 of 52 Sundays or 50%

Worship Offerings:
Plate
Online
Total Worship Offerings
Other Revenue:

Unrestricted Memorial Donation

Altar Flowers, Facility Rental, Interest, Etc.

M&E Income (books, events)

VBS Income
PPSPRC

Stephen Ministries Income

UMC Grant

Roof/HVAC Donations

Stock Income

Annex Fire Donations
Total Other Revenue

Total Revenue

EXPENSE

Pastoral

Worship

Ministry & Education
Missions

UMC Apportionments
Administration & Finance
Property *

Total Expense

Surplus YTD

Notes:

*Annual Property Insurance paid in full

YTD
Income/ Annual
Expense Budget
169,845 -
103,501 -
273,346 603,200
225 -
3,123
1,525
726
65
146
5,810 -
279,156 603,200
87,824 173,402
41,015 106,839
34,639 62,500
6,496 27,500
27,726 59,598
40,523 93,321
68,653 77,040
306,876 600,200
(27,720) 3,000

Percent of
Budget

45.3%

46.3%

50.6%
38.4%
55.4%
23.6%
46.5%
43.4%
89.1%
51.1%

Visit Blufftonumc.org to establish your recurring online giving at the "select page prompt/donate!"



BLUFFTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P. O. Box 368
BLUFFTON, SC 29910

July-Sept 2026

TO BE ADDED TO OUR EMAIL LIST,
PLEASE CALL: 843.757.3351 OR EMAIL
THE CHURCH AT: blufftonumc@gmail.com
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM — Online and In-Person

Pastor Scarlett's Email: pastor@blufftonumc.org
Director of Music Ministry — Josh Wall—Email: musicministry@blufftonumc.org
Director of Christian Education — Sally LeSage — Email: blufftonumc.education@gmail.com
Church Office — Laurie Palmer—Email: blufftonumc@gmail.com
Bookkeeper—Joann Garner—Email: financeatbumc@gmail.com
Website: http://www.blufftonumc.org

OFFICE HOURS
Mon. — Thurs. 9:30 AM — 2:30 PM
(843) 757-3351

MAILING ADDRESS
Bluffton UMC
P.O. Box 368

Bluffton, SC 29910
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